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Mark Your
Calendar
4.5
Palm/Passion Sunday
4.9
Maundy Thursday
4.10
Good Friday
4.12
Easter Sunday
4.19
Second Sunday after
Easter

Christ is risen!
He is risen, indeed!
Alleluia!
Alleluia, amen!
Hello—I’m Richard Bott, Moderator of The United Church
of Canada.
This is a day of joy, a day of celebration! Christ is risen!
With Paul, talking to the Romans, we “know that Christ,
being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no
longer has dominion over him.”
In a world where death is present all the time; where there
is war between nations or people somewhere all the time;
where food is wasted at a horrendous rate while elsewhere
people are starving; where climate change caused by us,
caused by the corporations and economic systems that we
have created, is killing off entire species, and threatens to
do the same to humankind, the resurrection of Christ says,
“No. Death has no dominion.”
The resurrection of Christ says, “Take heart. God’s love
can do incredible things.”
But how, now? With a miracle?
Perhaps, but I believe that this time we are the miracle.
Continued on page 2...

It was with heavy hearts that we had to cancel worship
services and Emmanuel’s farewell. Deep in our soul we know
that everyone’s health and wellbeing comes first. Hopefully
Emmanuel will be able to join us in the future so we can share
our farewells at that time.

Moderator’s
Easter Message
2019 Continued
We are the body of
Christ that God is
resurrecting. We are the
body of Christ who must
say with our very lives,
“Death
has
no
dominion.”
I think that Easter, the
resurrection, is a trumpet
call that calls to the church, to the body of
Christ, to all Jesus’ disciples—to fantastic
actions that bring life. Actions that
challenge and actions that make deep
change.
Actions that live life in the face of death.
Actions that say to the powers that be,
“No! Death has no dominion. The
resurrection not only of Christ—but of the
Word—is now.”
It’s Easter. It’s a day of incredible
actions—God’s, and ours.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!
Alleluia!
Alleluia, amen!
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COVID-19 vs Melfort United Church
1. How will we worship?
a. Even though we can’t sit side by side, the
United Church of Canada does have services
you can watch online. Follow this link and click
on the many options.
https://www.unitedchurch.ca/community-faith/beingcommunity/worship-online-during-covid-19.
I think I counted 9 or 10 different United
Church services you could watch.
b. Each week Denise will send the full bulletin
out, including prayers, hymns, scriptures and
the message from the worship leader. We
hope this will provide some much needed
connection for your spirit.
2. It will be odd not to shake hands, say hi and have
coffee with you on Sundays. We each look forward to
greeting the family we truly are but family ties hold
strong, even when we are apart. Luckily, we still have
multiple ways to connect with each other and I
challenge you to call/text/email and check in with one
person, just to say keep in touch.
3. When we do return to church we will have a great line
up of individuals and groups leading our services. Be
sure to join us for extremely interesting points of view
and often personal and touching sermons on the life
and times of your congregation.
4. Each of you has a special and important place in our
church. This storm will pass and we will be together
soon.
“And it’s from the old I travel to the new; keep me
travelling along with you.” Sydney Carter
Jean Senecal,
Worship Committee Chair

Finance Committee
Welcome to spring, welcome to longer days and hopefully soon….fewer isolations. We
miss our church friends and family and pray that you are all well and staying healthy.
We are happy to report that year to date February 2020 had only half as much deficit as
the previous February (2019 saw a loss of $10,562.18, compared to 2020 loss of $5,978.41). I
fear our March month end will not show the same gain. As a gentle reminder, open or closed, our
church still has daily expenses that must be met. Because of the Covid-19 isolation and
temporary closures, Denise has reduced her office hours so dropping off your weekly donations
may not be possible. Canada Post remains open so mailing your donation is an option. (When
church reconvenes, instead of searching for your collection envelope you can simply write a
concern or celebration on a piece of paper and put that in the collection plate).
Happy Easter from the Finance 2020 team,
Kim Eskowich & Peggy George

We have been fortunate in the past to have really good success with our two sales
each year. Last year we realized $8,226.00 and the year before $8,648.00.
The last few years we have had a tremendous number of donations and because
we get so much each year we can’t keep much from sale to sale. We’re not sure how
many people are aware of what we do with what is left at the end of the sale so we
are going to spell this out.
1. Blue Boxes (Diabetes Society). Most of what we give is clothing but they will
take shoes and purses as well.
2. North East Outreach. The shelter takes a lot of household items such as
bedding, kitchenware (pots and pans), dishes, cutlery, and we check in each
time to see if they have particular needs that we can provide.
3. Habitat for Humanity. The store takes items that fit under construction or
decorating.
4. Public Library. We do a tremendous book sale but we do have leftovers. We
cull the better books and they go to the public library for their sale and anything
not saleable goes to recycling at Plus Industries. Leftover cardboard boxes also
go there.
5. Salvation Army. The bulk of our leftovers go to the Salvation Army because they
have very few limitations to what they will take.
6. During the setup we check for items that are flawed or broken, missing a part,
rusty or just not operating well. These items combined with the sale items we
deem not suitable for any of the above go to the dump. This however costs us
money so that is why we always ask that donations be in good, working
condition. The tag “Just needs a _______” pretty much ends any sale
opportunity.
Continued on page 4…

Garage Sale Report …continued
FYI. Items we don’t or can’t sell:
Box TVs, helmets, car seats, cribs, high chairs, old life
jackets, restricted toys (such as lawn darts), encyclopedia
sets, old “health” books, items normally sealed but come in
unsealed or open, anything that doesn’t meet safety
standards or is an injury risk.
If you are in doubt, check with Garry or Faye.
We are fortunate to have submissions from the whole
community for our sales and from the above note you can
see that we support a large segment of the city and not just
our congregation. Your donations are widely appreciated.
We are always on the lookout for donations and to keep doing
this sale we need volunteers to help make it happen. Although
preparing for each sale takes about a week we are often busy
the rest of the year because we do take in contributions all year.
When these are big items like furniture, we need some extra
muscular help to get things in place and also to handle them
during the sale.

Volunteer Opportunities – The
church is always looking for
individuals who are interested in
serving communion, reading
Scripture and Minutes for Mission,
serving as greeters, ushers, and
coffeemakers, or running the
Sunday PowerPoint. If you are
interested, please leave your name
at the office or fill out our volunteer
survey at
www.melfortunitedchurch.com

Pricing is always an issue. We ask that you remember that we
deal in volume and the more we move the more we make.
Anything left at the end of the sale makes us no money and
added to that we have to handle it all over again.
All donations and help are gratefully received.
The date for the next one had been tentatively set for Friday,
May 1 and Saturday, May 2 but is now postponed.
Faye and Garry

People News

Funerals/Condolences

Baptisms

Our sympathy is extended to friends
and family.
Lester Arthur Schmidt
Edith Winifred MacDonald-Malinski
Russell Francis Malinski
Bernice Evelyn Parfitt
Anne Ogren
Our condolences to the family of
Norma McConaghy

Clara Rose Fahlman, daughter of
Tyler & Jessica Fahlman
Emma Maria Sayers, daughter of
Brennen & Maryna Sayers
Hayes Alexander Johnson, son of
James & Tenille Johnson
Jaxon Clarence Doehl, son of
Dylan Doehl & Nicole Keen

