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ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 14, 2021
Transfiguration Sunday
WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
As we gather for worship today we acknowledge that the land on which
we gather is Treaty 6 Territory. We honour the Cree and Métis people for
whom this place has been a homeland for thousands of years. We
respect the sacredness of our home and the ground on which we walk
and we are grateful to gather here in peace and hope.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES & CONCERNS:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We come to this place expecting God to meet us,
to remind us of God’s enduring presence, with us and
within us.
Let’s take a moment to acknowledge God and the strength
to worship within each person here.
Invite the people to turn to those near, offer a hand or a smile in
friendship and say to one another, “Christ is in you.”
Come, let us worship.

-2OPENING PRAYER: (in unison)
Invite the gathered community to close eyes and imagine
what it looks like or feels like when you cannot keep yourself from
running toward someone you deeply love and greatly desire. After a
time of silent reflection offer the opening prayer.
God of fire and rain, you call us to you, you call
on the soil beneath our feet, and it rises;
you pull on our heartstrings, and our chests
heave at the sound of your voice.
Draw us near your merciful justice;
We ache to be comforted by your presence.
Set us apart from whatever would inhibit our most
fervent adoration.
Amen.

HYMN (VU 559) “Come, O Fount of every blessing”
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE: (in unison)
Holy God,
We confess that we make false gods of this world.
We are eager to find hope in where we put our progress.
We are quick to find our faith in systems
that ensure our entitlement.
We are tempted to find your sovereignty in
situations we can control ourselves.
Help us not to proclaim ourselves but to proclaim the light
of the gospel and the glory of Christ.
May Christ’s light shine in our hearts and into the world.
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God’s light shines in your hearts and through you. In the face
of Jesus the Christ, God’s glory and grace are revealed and
accessible to you.

PRAYER RESPONSE (VU 296)
“This is God’s wondrous world”

CHOIR ANTHEM: "The Journey" - by Ed Harris
https://youtu.be/XakfSzGLpKg
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD TO US
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
MINUTE FOR MISSION:
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
HEBREW READING:
EPISTLE READING:

GOSPEL READING:

2 KINGS 2:1-12
Elijah is taken up into heaven.
The first days of creation.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6
The light of knowledge shines in
our hearts.
MARK 9:2-9
The transfiguration of Jesus.

SERMON: Too Much to Take In !
Rev. Beth W. Johnston of Bridging Waters Pastoral Charge has graciously
allowed us to share her sermon this morning.
Kenneth Grahame’s, The Wind in the Willows, is a delightful
children’s story about the adventures of a group of animals: Rat,
Mole, Badger, Otter, Portly (the otter child), Toad and probably a few
I have forgotten. In one of their adventures, Rat and Mole go in
search of the lost Otter child. After hearing the beautiful haunting call
of a pan pipe, they docked their boat and set out in foot. They came
into a clearing and knew they had reached the end of their search.
They knew, somehow, that the song had been beckoning them to the
very place in which they found themselves. Even though he was
afraid that Death would strike, if he were to look on those things best
kept from mere animals, Mole found the courage to look. He beheld
a vision of a Being that instilled both fear and awe at the same time.
The Being, pan pipes still in hand was fearsome and somehow, at
the same time, benevolent. Grahame tells it like this, “Rat”, [Mole]
found the breath to whisper, shaking, “are you afraid?”

-4“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with unutterable love.
“Afraid! Of Him! O, never, never! And yet - and yet- O, Mole, I am
afraid!”
“Then the two animals, crouching to the earth, bowed their heads
and did worship.”
Grahame goes on to describe how the lost otter baby was discovered
where the Being had been standing. He notes how quickly the Vision
vanished and then, how the memory of it disappeared as well,
because, as he argues, the experience might overshadow their lives
forever and make the rest of them pale by comparison. Yet, the
author tells us that the experience remained, hidden, like the
recollection of a just completed dream, on the tip of memory.
Because of this encounter in the woods, Rat and Mole have been
changed forever.
Even though they were on flat land, in a clearing in the woods, beside
a stream, Mole and Rat had, what is often called a “mountaintop
experience’. The phrase, “mountaintop experience” almost defines
itself. During such an experience, one is rooted to the earth but able
to touch the heavens; during that moment it is as if every goal is
possible as if there are no obstacles which cannot be overcome.
In the biblical sense a mountaintop experience implies an encounter
with the holy; it refers to an encounter with the God of heaven and
earth.
In today’s gospel lesson Jesus takes those sleepy disciples up the
mountain to pray and while they were all there these disciples had
an experience designed to open those eyes, a vision that they could
never forget. According to Mark, they saw Jesus conversing with,
Moses and Elijah, the greatest of both the lawgivers and the
prophets. They were the giants of the past, the best examples of
those who had talked to and spoken for God in the past.
If you look at this passage in it’s larger context and in the place in the
church year in which we now find ourselves, we have a sense of what
this passage means for Mark and for the worshipping and serving
community of faith, almost 2000 years later.

-5You see they were in the process of trying to figure out who this
Jesus was. Herod himself was wondering if the rumours were true or
not. Was Jesus’s John the baptizer come back to life? Was Jesus
the return of the prophet Elijah? Elijah, you may remember, had not
died, but had been carried off to heaven in a chariot of fire. Legend
had it that he would one day return. However, Jesus is more
interested in finding out what the disciples believe. This episode
happens after Peter gives the correct answer to Jesus’ question
about who he is. This event is clearly part of the answer as to the
question of Jesus’s identity. As I have already said, Moses was the
chief lawgiver and Elijah the prime example of everything prophetic.
They were people of courage who provided leadership for their
people at times of great crisis. They were much revered by
succeeding generations. For Jesus to be talking to them on the
mountaintop and speaking of his own departure was to link his
ministry to theirs. BUT that is not all there was to it. The heavenly
voice that spoke first at Jesus’ baptism affirms his identity and
mission. Those who were able to hear were told that they were to
listen to Jesus.
Yet when they go down the mountain they did not tell anyone
what had happened. They needed time to figure it out. They needed
the journey we now observe as “lent”. They needed to know that
listening to this Son of God was not going to be a walk in the park.
They needed to know that the way of Jesus would be the way of the
cross. They needed to know that ultimately this journey of death and
defeat was going to be a journey of victory and life. They needed to
take that walk before they understood it. They needed time to
process the vision we call the ‘transfiguration’ before they could tell
anyone else.
What else do we learn from this event? Well, we also learn that any
of these experiences must result in further discipleship. You have to
come down from the mountain in order to follow and to serve. These
experiences of the holy, these moments of utter certainty are not
designed to last, but they are there to provide that certainty, and then
to sit in the background as we go about our daily walk of discipleship.
Sometimes coming down from the mountain, coming away from a
wonderful experience or encounter with God is a deflating or

-6depressing experience, but you have to come down the mountain.
When I was in university a friend of mine had a powerful mountaintop
experience, but his problem was that he wanted to stay on that
pinnacle of faith and not deal with the hum drum every day grind of
essays and labs and 8:30 am classes and deadlines and trying
roommates. What he found that he needed to do was to give thanks
for it and then to let go of it so that he could live out its meaning. He
learned that he couldn’t live on the mountain. Yet he needed to live
so that somehow others could tell that something had happened, that
he had been changed or empowered or strengthened by the Holy.
Moses had to go down to the valley so that he could tell the people
what God had asked him to do. The disciples couldn’t stay on the
mountain; they knew that, even though one of them offered to build
tents for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. But it is nice to bask in the
moment!
Think of the encounters with the holy you may have had. (Pause)
You may argue though, that you’ve never had one. That’s part of the
trouble of telling these kinds of stories; they are all very different.
Yours and mine cannot be shoved into the same mould, we don’t
need to pound a square peg into a round hole. We need to be open
to the variety of ways in which God comes to us, not try and make
one ‘size fit all’! Pause! Think of those wonderful or terrifying
experiences you have had which clarified your journey or your
identity or which changed the course of your life.
A colleague who had been a nurse told me of the first time she had
been present at the birth of a baby; there were three of them in the
room one minute, and then there were four. The experience brought
tears to her eyes it was so powerful. Those of you who have children
of your own, think of that moment you held your little one for the first
time; of how awesome it was, and how you marvelled at the miracle
of life. Think of the love and the joy and at the same time, the
overwhelming sense of responsibility. Think of the time when you
were present at the death of a loved one, how holy and special it felt,
even though, it was certainly heartbreaking and scary as well. Think
of sitting in the quiet of a church or looking at a sunset on the river
and being overcome by a sense of God’s presence and feeling on
top of the world. Think of watching and listening to a raging blizzard,

-7or standing on the viewing platform at Niagara Falls, while watching
the thundering of the waters cascade over the edge just metres from
your feet.
After each of these events, you had to continue on with your life,
obviously changed or not, but you had that experience that moment,
in the back of your mind, as you put one foot in front of the other, as
you lived your life as it had become.
This moment on the mountaintop helped the disciples realize who
this Jesus really was. Its placement in the context of the whole
journey of his ministry helps the disciples to endure what comes next.
Because if this event foreshadows the crucifixion, it also hints that
the power of the God, who is at work in this Jesus of Nazareth, is not
bound by time, or place, or by death itself. The power of this God will
not let death have the final word. For it is the God of life and hope
will always have the last say.
Like the disciples, we too may have much to learn, but like the
disciples we are not left alone on our journey. We are promised the
abiding presence of the Spirit, the examples of those who have gone
before us, the words of the Scriptures, and the knowledge that we
follow the One who is God’s chosen. Let us listen. Let us open our
eyes and hearts and souls to the holy. And then let us follow with all
our heart and soul and mind and strength.
Amen.

OUR RESPONSE
OFFERING:
(Please use the offering box at the front/back of the Sanctuary as
you exit. Thank you!)

OFFERTORY HYMN (MV191) “What can I do”
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (in unison)
God of glory, it is good for us to be in this place, to find
shelter, to mark the occasion of your presence among us, to

-8know that we are full of hope and aching with desire for you to
stay with us, comfort us and provide the wisdom we need. In
this, we offer ourselves fully. We offer time, talent, treasure.
We offer one another the best of what we have to give and
know you will know just how to use it for your glory. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE:
One: In the shadows of this world,
working for a politic of justice;
in the hunger of your people,
speaking out for trade rules that are fair.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the conflict of the world,
living lives of peace;
in the prejudice of our traditions,
speaking words of inclusion and acceptance.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the grieving of your people,
being the presence of hope;
in the propaganda of the nations,
being the way of truth.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the living of the faith,
being the community of love;
in the needs of your people,
being the hands of heaven.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the bad news of the papers,
being the good news of God;
in the ordinariness of the world,
being the presence of your glory.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN (MV 44) “Shadow and substance”
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COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
And now we share in a common practice of blessing
one another. Please join in as the words of the blessing become
familiar. We will repeat it two times.
We may fail; God does not.
We may end; God does not.
Bless and be blessed. Amen.

CHORAL BLESSING (MV 213) “Take up his song”
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–
2021; The United Church of Canada Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021,
Year B, Gathering Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission

.
NEXT WEEK’S (February 21, 2021) READINGS
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH
Pastoral Care – Contact Information
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call Ron Nielsen @
306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119.
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church, please
contact the church office or a member of the
Membership Committee.
Changes to Contact Information
If you have changed your address or phone number, please advise the
Church Office so that we can keep your information current. Thank you!
Stewardship Seconds
Stewards of the gospel are transfigured through Christ’s light
shining out of the darkness
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because, as he argues, the experience might overshadow their lives
forever and make the rest of them pale by comparison. Yet, the
author tells us that the experience remained, hidden, like the
recollection of a just completed dream, on the tip of memory.
Because of this encounter in the woods, Rat and Mole have been
changed forever.
Even though they were on flat land, in a clearing in the woods, beside
a stream, Mole and Rat had, what is often called a “mountaintop
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itself. During such an experience, one is rooted to the earth but able
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prophets. They were the giants of the past, the best examples of
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-5You see they were in the process of trying to figure out who this
Jesus was. Herod himself was wondering if the rumours were true or
not. Was Jesus’s John the baptizer come back to life? Was Jesus
the return of the prophet Elijah? Elijah, you may remember, had not
died, but had been carried off to heaven in a chariot of fire. Legend
had it that he would one day return. However, Jesus is more
interested in finding out what the disciples believe. This episode
happens after Peter gives the correct answer to Jesus’ question
about who he is. This event is clearly part of the answer as to the
question of Jesus’s identity. As I have already said, Moses was the
chief lawgiver and Elijah the prime example of everything prophetic.
They were people of courage who provided leadership for their
people at times of great crisis. They were much revered by
succeeding generations. For Jesus to be talking to them on the
mountaintop and speaking of his own departure was to link his
ministry to theirs. BUT that is not all there was to it. The heavenly
voice that spoke first at Jesus’ baptism affirms his identity and
mission. Those who were able to hear were told that they were to
listen to Jesus.
Yet when they go down the mountain they did not tell anyone
what had happened. They needed time to figure it out. They needed
the journey we now observe as “lent”. They needed to know that
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They needed to know that the way of Jesus would be the way of the
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come down from the mountain in order to follow and to serve. These
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to sit in the background as we go about our daily walk of discipleship.
Sometimes coming down from the mountain, coming away from a
wonderful experience or encounter with God is a deflating or

-6depressing experience, but you have to come down the mountain.
When I was in university a friend of mine had a powerful mountaintop
experience, but his problem was that he wanted to stay on that
pinnacle of faith and not deal with the hum drum every day grind of
essays and labs and 8:30 am classes and deadlines and trying
roommates. What he found that he needed to do was to give thanks
for it and then to let go of it so that he could live out its meaning. He
learned that he couldn’t live on the mountain. Yet he needed to live
so that somehow others could tell that something had happened, that
he had been changed or empowered or strengthened by the Holy.
Moses had to go down to the valley so that he could tell the people
what God had asked him to do. The disciples couldn’t stay on the
mountain; they knew that, even though one of them offered to build
tents for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. But it is nice to bask in the
moment!
Think of the encounters with the holy you may have had. (Pause)
You may argue though, that you’ve never had one. That’s part of the
trouble of telling these kinds of stories; they are all very different.
Yours and mine cannot be shoved into the same mould, we don’t
need to pound a square peg into a round hole. We need to be open
to the variety of ways in which God comes to us, not try and make
one ‘size fit all’! Pause! Think of those wonderful or terrifying
experiences you have had which clarified your journey or your
identity or which changed the course of your life.
A colleague who had been a nurse told me of the first time she had
been present at the birth of a baby; there were three of them in the
room one minute, and then there were four. The experience brought
tears to her eyes it was so powerful. Those of you who have children
of your own, think of that moment you held your little one for the first
time; of how awesome it was, and how you marvelled at the miracle
of life. Think of the love and the joy and at the same time, the
overwhelming sense of responsibility. Think of the time when you
were present at the death of a loved one, how holy and special it felt,
even though, it was certainly heartbreaking and scary as well. Think
of sitting in the quiet of a church or looking at a sunset on the river
and being overcome by a sense of God’s presence and feeling on
top of the world. Think of watching and listening to a raging blizzard,

-7or standing on the viewing platform at Niagara Falls, while watching
the thundering of the waters cascade over the edge just metres from
your feet.
After each of these events, you had to continue on with your life,
obviously changed or not, but you had that experience that moment,
in the back of your mind, as you put one foot in front of the other, as
you lived your life as it had become.
This moment on the mountaintop helped the disciples realize who
this Jesus really was. Its placement in the context of the whole
journey of his ministry helps the disciples to endure what comes next.
Because if this event foreshadows the crucifixion, it also hints that
the power of the God, who is at work in this Jesus of Nazareth, is not
bound by time, or place, or by death itself. The power of this God will
not let death have the final word. For it is the God of life and hope
will always have the last say.
Like the disciples, we too may have much to learn, but like the
disciples we are not left alone on our journey. We are promised the
abiding presence of the Spirit, the examples of those who have gone
before us, the words of the Scriptures, and the knowledge that we
follow the One who is God’s chosen. Let us listen. Let us open our
eyes and hearts and souls to the holy. And then let us follow with all
our heart and soul and mind and strength.
Amen.
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One: In the bad news of the papers,
being the good news of God;
in the ordinariness of the world,
being the presence of your glory.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN (MV 44) “Shadow and substance”

-9-

COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
And now we share in a common practice of blessing
one another. Please join in as the words of the blessing become
familiar. We will repeat it two times.
We may fail; God does not.
We may end; God does not.
Bless and be blessed. Amen.

CHORAL BLESSING (MV 213) “Take up his song”
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–
2021; The United Church of Canada Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021,
Year B, Gathering Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission

.
NEXT WEEK’S (February 21, 2021) READINGS
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH
Pastoral Care – Contact Information
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call Ron Nielsen @
306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119.
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church, please
contact the church office or a member of the
Membership Committee.
Changes to Contact Information
If you have changed your address or phone number, please advise the
Church Office so that we can keep your information current. Thank you!
Stewardship Seconds
Stewards of the gospel are transfigured through Christ’s light
shining out of the darkness

UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
MELFORT ETHELTON PASTORAL CHARGE
Office: (306) 752-2288 Email: melfortuc@sasktel.net
Website: www.melfortunitedchurch.com
Worship Time: 10:30 AM
Ministers: All of us
Worship Leader: Gale Strachan
Music: Tracey Smetaniuk
Music Director: Mavis Peters
Office Administrator: Mavis Busby
Caretaker: Faye Greier
Today’s Greeter:
Scripture Reader:

ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 14, 2021
Transfiguration Sunday
WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
As we gather for worship today we acknowledge that the land on which
we gather is Treaty 6 Territory. We honour the Cree and Métis people for
whom this place has been a homeland for thousands of years. We
respect the sacredness of our home and the ground on which we walk
and we are grateful to gather here in peace and hope.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES & CONCERNS:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We come to this place expecting God to meet us,
to remind us of God’s enduring presence, with us and
within us.
Let’s take a moment to acknowledge God and the strength
to worship within each person here.
Invite the people to turn to those near, offer a hand or a smile in
friendship and say to one another, “Christ is in you.”
Come, let us worship.

-2OPENING PRAYER: (in unison)
Invite the gathered community to close eyes and imagine
what it looks like or feels like when you cannot keep yourself from
running toward someone you deeply love and greatly desire. After a
time of silent reflection offer the opening prayer.
God of fire and rain, you call us to you, you call
on the soil beneath our feet, and it rises;
you pull on our heartstrings, and our chests
heave at the sound of your voice.
Draw us near your merciful justice;
We ache to be comforted by your presence.
Set us apart from whatever would inhibit our most
fervent adoration.
Amen.

HYMN (VU 559) “Come, O Fount of every blessing”
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE: (in unison)
Holy God,
We confess that we make false gods of this world.
We are eager to find hope in where we put our progress.
We are quick to find our faith in systems
that ensure our entitlement.
We are tempted to find your sovereignty in
situations we can control ourselves.
Help us not to proclaim ourselves but to proclaim the light
of the gospel and the glory of Christ.
May Christ’s light shine in our hearts and into the world.
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God’s light shines in your hearts and through you. In the face
of Jesus the Christ, God’s glory and grace are revealed and
accessible to you.

PRAYER RESPONSE (VU 296)
“This is God’s wondrous world”

CHOIR ANTHEM: "The Journey" - by Ed Harris
https://youtu.be/XakfSzGLpKg
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD TO US
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
MINUTE FOR MISSION:
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
HEBREW READING:
EPISTLE READING:

GOSPEL READING:

2 KINGS 2:1-12
Elijah is taken up into heaven.
The first days of creation.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6
The light of knowledge shines in
our hearts.
MARK 9:2-9
The transfiguration of Jesus.

SERMON: Too Much to Take In !
Rev. Beth W. Johnston of Bridging Waters Pastoral Charge has graciously
allowed us to share her sermon this morning.
Kenneth Grahame’s, The Wind in the Willows, is a delightful
children’s story about the adventures of a group of animals: Rat,
Mole, Badger, Otter, Portly (the otter child), Toad and probably a few
I have forgotten. In one of their adventures, Rat and Mole go in
search of the lost Otter child. After hearing the beautiful haunting call
of a pan pipe, they docked their boat and set out in foot. They came
into a clearing and knew they had reached the end of their search.
They knew, somehow, that the song had been beckoning them to the
very place in which they found themselves. Even though he was
afraid that Death would strike, if he were to look on those things best
kept from mere animals, Mole found the courage to look. He beheld
a vision of a Being that instilled both fear and awe at the same time.
The Being, pan pipes still in hand was fearsome and somehow, at
the same time, benevolent. Grahame tells it like this, “Rat”, [Mole]
found the breath to whisper, shaking, “are you afraid?”

-4“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with unutterable love.
“Afraid! Of Him! O, never, never! And yet - and yet- O, Mole, I am
afraid!”
“Then the two animals, crouching to the earth, bowed their heads
and did worship.”
Grahame goes on to describe how the lost otter baby was discovered
where the Being had been standing. He notes how quickly the Vision
vanished and then, how the memory of it disappeared as well,
because, as he argues, the experience might overshadow their lives
forever and make the rest of them pale by comparison. Yet, the
author tells us that the experience remained, hidden, like the
recollection of a just completed dream, on the tip of memory.
Because of this encounter in the woods, Rat and Mole have been
changed forever.
Even though they were on flat land, in a clearing in the woods, beside
a stream, Mole and Rat had, what is often called a “mountaintop
experience’. The phrase, “mountaintop experience” almost defines
itself. During such an experience, one is rooted to the earth but able
to touch the heavens; during that moment it is as if every goal is
possible as if there are no obstacles which cannot be overcome.
In the biblical sense a mountaintop experience implies an encounter
with the holy; it refers to an encounter with the God of heaven and
earth.
In today’s gospel lesson Jesus takes those sleepy disciples up the
mountain to pray and while they were all there these disciples had
an experience designed to open those eyes, a vision that they could
never forget. According to Mark, they saw Jesus conversing with,
Moses and Elijah, the greatest of both the lawgivers and the
prophets. They were the giants of the past, the best examples of
those who had talked to and spoken for God in the past.
If you look at this passage in it’s larger context and in the place in the
church year in which we now find ourselves, we have a sense of what
this passage means for Mark and for the worshipping and serving
community of faith, almost 2000 years later.

-5You see they were in the process of trying to figure out who this
Jesus was. Herod himself was wondering if the rumours were true or
not. Was Jesus’s John the baptizer come back to life? Was Jesus
the return of the prophet Elijah? Elijah, you may remember, had not
died, but had been carried off to heaven in a chariot of fire. Legend
had it that he would one day return. However, Jesus is more
interested in finding out what the disciples believe. This episode
happens after Peter gives the correct answer to Jesus’ question
about who he is. This event is clearly part of the answer as to the
question of Jesus’s identity. As I have already said, Moses was the
chief lawgiver and Elijah the prime example of everything prophetic.
They were people of courage who provided leadership for their
people at times of great crisis. They were much revered by
succeeding generations. For Jesus to be talking to them on the
mountaintop and speaking of his own departure was to link his
ministry to theirs. BUT that is not all there was to it. The heavenly
voice that spoke first at Jesus’ baptism affirms his identity and
mission. Those who were able to hear were told that they were to
listen to Jesus.
Yet when they go down the mountain they did not tell anyone
what had happened. They needed time to figure it out. They needed
the journey we now observe as “lent”. They needed to know that
listening to this Son of God was not going to be a walk in the park.
They needed to know that the way of Jesus would be the way of the
cross. They needed to know that ultimately this journey of death and
defeat was going to be a journey of victory and life. They needed to
take that walk before they understood it. They needed time to
process the vision we call the ‘transfiguration’ before they could tell
anyone else.
What else do we learn from this event? Well, we also learn that any
of these experiences must result in further discipleship. You have to
come down from the mountain in order to follow and to serve. These
experiences of the holy, these moments of utter certainty are not
designed to last, but they are there to provide that certainty, and then
to sit in the background as we go about our daily walk of discipleship.
Sometimes coming down from the mountain, coming away from a
wonderful experience or encounter with God is a deflating or

-6depressing experience, but you have to come down the mountain.
When I was in university a friend of mine had a powerful mountaintop
experience, but his problem was that he wanted to stay on that
pinnacle of faith and not deal with the hum drum every day grind of
essays and labs and 8:30 am classes and deadlines and trying
roommates. What he found that he needed to do was to give thanks
for it and then to let go of it so that he could live out its meaning. He
learned that he couldn’t live on the mountain. Yet he needed to live
so that somehow others could tell that something had happened, that
he had been changed or empowered or strengthened by the Holy.
Moses had to go down to the valley so that he could tell the people
what God had asked him to do. The disciples couldn’t stay on the
mountain; they knew that, even though one of them offered to build
tents for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. But it is nice to bask in the
moment!
Think of the encounters with the holy you may have had. (Pause)
You may argue though, that you’ve never had one. That’s part of the
trouble of telling these kinds of stories; they are all very different.
Yours and mine cannot be shoved into the same mould, we don’t
need to pound a square peg into a round hole. We need to be open
to the variety of ways in which God comes to us, not try and make
one ‘size fit all’! Pause! Think of those wonderful or terrifying
experiences you have had which clarified your journey or your
identity or which changed the course of your life.
A colleague who had been a nurse told me of the first time she had
been present at the birth of a baby; there were three of them in the
room one minute, and then there were four. The experience brought
tears to her eyes it was so powerful. Those of you who have children
of your own, think of that moment you held your little one for the first
time; of how awesome it was, and how you marvelled at the miracle
of life. Think of the love and the joy and at the same time, the
overwhelming sense of responsibility. Think of the time when you
were present at the death of a loved one, how holy and special it felt,
even though, it was certainly heartbreaking and scary as well. Think
of sitting in the quiet of a church or looking at a sunset on the river
and being overcome by a sense of God’s presence and feeling on
top of the world. Think of watching and listening to a raging blizzard,

-7or standing on the viewing platform at Niagara Falls, while watching
the thundering of the waters cascade over the edge just metres from
your feet.
After each of these events, you had to continue on with your life,
obviously changed or not, but you had that experience that moment,
in the back of your mind, as you put one foot in front of the other, as
you lived your life as it had become.
This moment on the mountaintop helped the disciples realize who
this Jesus really was. Its placement in the context of the whole
journey of his ministry helps the disciples to endure what comes next.
Because if this event foreshadows the crucifixion, it also hints that
the power of the God, who is at work in this Jesus of Nazareth, is not
bound by time, or place, or by death itself. The power of this God will
not let death have the final word. For it is the God of life and hope
will always have the last say.
Like the disciples, we too may have much to learn, but like the
disciples we are not left alone on our journey. We are promised the
abiding presence of the Spirit, the examples of those who have gone
before us, the words of the Scriptures, and the knowledge that we
follow the One who is God’s chosen. Let us listen. Let us open our
eyes and hearts and souls to the holy. And then let us follow with all
our heart and soul and mind and strength.
Amen.

OUR RESPONSE
OFFERING:
(Please use the offering box at the front/back of the Sanctuary as
you exit. Thank you!)

OFFERTORY HYMN (MV191) “What can I do”
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (in unison)
God of glory, it is good for us to be in this place, to find
shelter, to mark the occasion of your presence among us, to

-8know that we are full of hope and aching with desire for you to
stay with us, comfort us and provide the wisdom we need. In
this, we offer ourselves fully. We offer time, talent, treasure.
We offer one another the best of what we have to give and
know you will know just how to use it for your glory. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE:
One: In the shadows of this world,
working for a politic of justice;
in the hunger of your people,
speaking out for trade rules that are fair.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the conflict of the world,
living lives of peace;
in the prejudice of our traditions,
speaking words of inclusion and acceptance.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the grieving of your people,
being the presence of hope;
in the propaganda of the nations,
being the way of truth.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the living of the faith,
being the community of love;
in the needs of your people,
being the hands of heaven.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the bad news of the papers,
being the good news of God;
in the ordinariness of the world,
being the presence of your glory.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN (MV 44) “Shadow and substance”
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COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
And now we share in a common practice of blessing
one another. Please join in as the words of the blessing become
familiar. We will repeat it two times.
We may fail; God does not.
We may end; God does not.
Bless and be blessed. Amen.

CHORAL BLESSING (MV 213) “Take up his song”
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–
2021; The United Church of Canada Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021,
Year B, Gathering Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission

.
NEXT WEEK’S (February 21, 2021) READINGS
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH
Pastoral Care – Contact Information
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call Ron Nielsen @
306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119.
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church, please
contact the church office or a member of the
Membership Committee.
Changes to Contact Information
If you have changed your address or phone number, please advise the
Church Office so that we can keep your information current. Thank you!
Stewardship Seconds
Stewards of the gospel are transfigured through Christ’s light
shining out of the darkness
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Worship Time: 10:30 AM
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Worship Leader: Gale Strachan
Music: Tracey Smetaniuk
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Office Administrator: Mavis Busby
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 14, 2021
Transfiguration Sunday
WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
As we gather for worship today we acknowledge that the land on which
we gather is Treaty 6 Territory. We honour the Cree and Métis people for
whom this place has been a homeland for thousands of years. We
respect the sacredness of our home and the ground on which we walk
and we are grateful to gather here in peace and hope.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES & CONCERNS:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We come to this place expecting God to meet us,
to remind us of God’s enduring presence, with us and
within us.
Let’s take a moment to acknowledge God and the strength
to worship within each person here.
Invite the people to turn to those near, offer a hand or a smile in
friendship and say to one another, “Christ is in you.”
Come, let us worship.

-2OPENING PRAYER: (in unison)
Invite the gathered community to close eyes and imagine
what it looks like or feels like when you cannot keep yourself from
running toward someone you deeply love and greatly desire. After a
time of silent reflection offer the opening prayer.
God of fire and rain, you call us to you, you call
on the soil beneath our feet, and it rises;
you pull on our heartstrings, and our chests
heave at the sound of your voice.
Draw us near your merciful justice;
We ache to be comforted by your presence.
Set us apart from whatever would inhibit our most
fervent adoration.
Amen.

HYMN (VU 559) “Come, O Fount of every blessing”
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE: (in unison)
Holy God,
We confess that we make false gods of this world.
We are eager to find hope in where we put our progress.
We are quick to find our faith in systems
that ensure our entitlement.
We are tempted to find your sovereignty in
situations we can control ourselves.
Help us not to proclaim ourselves but to proclaim the light
of the gospel and the glory of Christ.
May Christ’s light shine in our hearts and into the world.
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God’s light shines in your hearts and through you. In the face
of Jesus the Christ, God’s glory and grace are revealed and
accessible to you.

PRAYER RESPONSE (VU 296)
“This is God’s wondrous world”

CHOIR ANTHEM: "The Journey" - by Ed Harris
https://youtu.be/XakfSzGLpKg
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD TO US
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
MINUTE FOR MISSION:
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
HEBREW READING:
EPISTLE READING:

GOSPEL READING:

2 KINGS 2:1-12
Elijah is taken up into heaven.
The first days of creation.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6
The light of knowledge shines in
our hearts.
MARK 9:2-9
The transfiguration of Jesus.

SERMON: Too Much to Take In !
Rev. Beth W. Johnston of Bridging Waters Pastoral Charge has graciously
allowed us to share her sermon this morning.
Kenneth Grahame’s, The Wind in the Willows, is a delightful
children’s story about the adventures of a group of animals: Rat,
Mole, Badger, Otter, Portly (the otter child), Toad and probably a few
I have forgotten. In one of their adventures, Rat and Mole go in
search of the lost Otter child. After hearing the beautiful haunting call
of a pan pipe, they docked their boat and set out in foot. They came
into a clearing and knew they had reached the end of their search.
They knew, somehow, that the song had been beckoning them to the
very place in which they found themselves. Even though he was
afraid that Death would strike, if he were to look on those things best
kept from mere animals, Mole found the courage to look. He beheld
a vision of a Being that instilled both fear and awe at the same time.
The Being, pan pipes still in hand was fearsome and somehow, at
the same time, benevolent. Grahame tells it like this, “Rat”, [Mole]
found the breath to whisper, shaking, “are you afraid?”

-4“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with unutterable love.
“Afraid! Of Him! O, never, never! And yet - and yet- O, Mole, I am
afraid!”
“Then the two animals, crouching to the earth, bowed their heads
and did worship.”
Grahame goes on to describe how the lost otter baby was discovered
where the Being had been standing. He notes how quickly the Vision
vanished and then, how the memory of it disappeared as well,
because, as he argues, the experience might overshadow their lives
forever and make the rest of them pale by comparison. Yet, the
author tells us that the experience remained, hidden, like the
recollection of a just completed dream, on the tip of memory.
Because of this encounter in the woods, Rat and Mole have been
changed forever.
Even though they were on flat land, in a clearing in the woods, beside
a stream, Mole and Rat had, what is often called a “mountaintop
experience’. The phrase, “mountaintop experience” almost defines
itself. During such an experience, one is rooted to the earth but able
to touch the heavens; during that moment it is as if every goal is
possible as if there are no obstacles which cannot be overcome.
In the biblical sense a mountaintop experience implies an encounter
with the holy; it refers to an encounter with the God of heaven and
earth.
In today’s gospel lesson Jesus takes those sleepy disciples up the
mountain to pray and while they were all there these disciples had
an experience designed to open those eyes, a vision that they could
never forget. According to Mark, they saw Jesus conversing with,
Moses and Elijah, the greatest of both the lawgivers and the
prophets. They were the giants of the past, the best examples of
those who had talked to and spoken for God in the past.
If you look at this passage in it’s larger context and in the place in the
church year in which we now find ourselves, we have a sense of what
this passage means for Mark and for the worshipping and serving
community of faith, almost 2000 years later.

-5You see they were in the process of trying to figure out who this
Jesus was. Herod himself was wondering if the rumours were true or
not. Was Jesus’s John the baptizer come back to life? Was Jesus
the return of the prophet Elijah? Elijah, you may remember, had not
died, but had been carried off to heaven in a chariot of fire. Legend
had it that he would one day return. However, Jesus is more
interested in finding out what the disciples believe. This episode
happens after Peter gives the correct answer to Jesus’ question
about who he is. This event is clearly part of the answer as to the
question of Jesus’s identity. As I have already said, Moses was the
chief lawgiver and Elijah the prime example of everything prophetic.
They were people of courage who provided leadership for their
people at times of great crisis. They were much revered by
succeeding generations. For Jesus to be talking to them on the
mountaintop and speaking of his own departure was to link his
ministry to theirs. BUT that is not all there was to it. The heavenly
voice that spoke first at Jesus’ baptism affirms his identity and
mission. Those who were able to hear were told that they were to
listen to Jesus.
Yet when they go down the mountain they did not tell anyone
what had happened. They needed time to figure it out. They needed
the journey we now observe as “lent”. They needed to know that
listening to this Son of God was not going to be a walk in the park.
They needed to know that the way of Jesus would be the way of the
cross. They needed to know that ultimately this journey of death and
defeat was going to be a journey of victory and life. They needed to
take that walk before they understood it. They needed time to
process the vision we call the ‘transfiguration’ before they could tell
anyone else.
What else do we learn from this event? Well, we also learn that any
of these experiences must result in further discipleship. You have to
come down from the mountain in order to follow and to serve. These
experiences of the holy, these moments of utter certainty are not
designed to last, but they are there to provide that certainty, and then
to sit in the background as we go about our daily walk of discipleship.
Sometimes coming down from the mountain, coming away from a
wonderful experience or encounter with God is a deflating or

-6depressing experience, but you have to come down the mountain.
When I was in university a friend of mine had a powerful mountaintop
experience, but his problem was that he wanted to stay on that
pinnacle of faith and not deal with the hum drum every day grind of
essays and labs and 8:30 am classes and deadlines and trying
roommates. What he found that he needed to do was to give thanks
for it and then to let go of it so that he could live out its meaning. He
learned that he couldn’t live on the mountain. Yet he needed to live
so that somehow others could tell that something had happened, that
he had been changed or empowered or strengthened by the Holy.
Moses had to go down to the valley so that he could tell the people
what God had asked him to do. The disciples couldn’t stay on the
mountain; they knew that, even though one of them offered to build
tents for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. But it is nice to bask in the
moment!
Think of the encounters with the holy you may have had. (Pause)
You may argue though, that you’ve never had one. That’s part of the
trouble of telling these kinds of stories; they are all very different.
Yours and mine cannot be shoved into the same mould, we don’t
need to pound a square peg into a round hole. We need to be open
to the variety of ways in which God comes to us, not try and make
one ‘size fit all’! Pause! Think of those wonderful or terrifying
experiences you have had which clarified your journey or your
identity or which changed the course of your life.
A colleague who had been a nurse told me of the first time she had
been present at the birth of a baby; there were three of them in the
room one minute, and then there were four. The experience brought
tears to her eyes it was so powerful. Those of you who have children
of your own, think of that moment you held your little one for the first
time; of how awesome it was, and how you marvelled at the miracle
of life. Think of the love and the joy and at the same time, the
overwhelming sense of responsibility. Think of the time when you
were present at the death of a loved one, how holy and special it felt,
even though, it was certainly heartbreaking and scary as well. Think
of sitting in the quiet of a church or looking at a sunset on the river
and being overcome by a sense of God’s presence and feeling on
top of the world. Think of watching and listening to a raging blizzard,

-7or standing on the viewing platform at Niagara Falls, while watching
the thundering of the waters cascade over the edge just metres from
your feet.
After each of these events, you had to continue on with your life,
obviously changed or not, but you had that experience that moment,
in the back of your mind, as you put one foot in front of the other, as
you lived your life as it had become.
This moment on the mountaintop helped the disciples realize who
this Jesus really was. Its placement in the context of the whole
journey of his ministry helps the disciples to endure what comes next.
Because if this event foreshadows the crucifixion, it also hints that
the power of the God, who is at work in this Jesus of Nazareth, is not
bound by time, or place, or by death itself. The power of this God will
not let death have the final word. For it is the God of life and hope
will always have the last say.
Like the disciples, we too may have much to learn, but like the
disciples we are not left alone on our journey. We are promised the
abiding presence of the Spirit, the examples of those who have gone
before us, the words of the Scriptures, and the knowledge that we
follow the One who is God’s chosen. Let us listen. Let us open our
eyes and hearts and souls to the holy. And then let us follow with all
our heart and soul and mind and strength.
Amen.

OUR RESPONSE
OFFERING:
(Please use the offering box at the front/back of the Sanctuary as
you exit. Thank you!)

OFFERTORY HYMN (MV191) “What can I do”
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (in unison)
God of glory, it is good for us to be in this place, to find
shelter, to mark the occasion of your presence among us, to

-8know that we are full of hope and aching with desire for you to
stay with us, comfort us and provide the wisdom we need. In
this, we offer ourselves fully. We offer time, talent, treasure.
We offer one another the best of what we have to give and
know you will know just how to use it for your glory. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE:
One: In the shadows of this world,
working for a politic of justice;
in the hunger of your people,
speaking out for trade rules that are fair.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the conflict of the world,
living lives of peace;
in the prejudice of our traditions,
speaking words of inclusion and acceptance.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the grieving of your people,
being the presence of hope;
in the propaganda of the nations,
being the way of truth.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the living of the faith,
being the community of love;
in the needs of your people,
being the hands of heaven.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the bad news of the papers,
being the good news of God;
in the ordinariness of the world,
being the presence of your glory.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN (MV 44) “Shadow and substance”
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COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
And now we share in a common practice of blessing
one another. Please join in as the words of the blessing become
familiar. We will repeat it two times.
We may fail; God does not.
We may end; God does not.
Bless and be blessed. Amen.

CHORAL BLESSING (MV 213) “Take up his song”
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–
2021; The United Church of Canada Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021,
Year B, Gathering Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission

.
NEXT WEEK’S (February 21, 2021) READINGS
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH
Pastoral Care – Contact Information
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call Ron Nielsen @
306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119.
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church, please
contact the church office or a member of the
Membership Committee.
Changes to Contact Information
If you have changed your address or phone number, please advise the
Church Office so that we can keep your information current. Thank you!
Stewardship Seconds
Stewards of the gospel are transfigured through Christ’s light
shining out of the darkness
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Website: www.melfortunitedchurch.com
Worship Time: 10:30 AM
Ministers: All of us
Worship Leader: Gale Strachan
Music: Tracey Smetaniuk
Music Director: Mavis Peters
Office Administrator: Mavis Busby
Caretaker: Faye Greier
Today’s Greeter:
Scripture Reader:

ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 14, 2021
Transfiguration Sunday
WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
As we gather for worship today we acknowledge that the land on which
we gather is Treaty 6 Territory. We honour the Cree and Métis people for
whom this place has been a homeland for thousands of years. We
respect the sacredness of our home and the ground on which we walk
and we are grateful to gather here in peace and hope.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES & CONCERNS:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We come to this place expecting God to meet us,
to remind us of God’s enduring presence, with us and
within us.
Let’s take a moment to acknowledge God and the strength
to worship within each person here.
Invite the people to turn to those near, offer a hand or a smile in
friendship and say to one another, “Christ is in you.”
Come, let us worship.

-2OPENING PRAYER: (in unison)
Invite the gathered community to close eyes and imagine
what it looks like or feels like when you cannot keep yourself from
running toward someone you deeply love and greatly desire. After a
time of silent reflection offer the opening prayer.
God of fire and rain, you call us to you, you call
on the soil beneath our feet, and it rises;
you pull on our heartstrings, and our chests
heave at the sound of your voice.
Draw us near your merciful justice;
We ache to be comforted by your presence.
Set us apart from whatever would inhibit our most
fervent adoration.
Amen.

HYMN (VU 559) “Come, O Fount of every blessing”
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE: (in unison)
Holy God,
We confess that we make false gods of this world.
We are eager to find hope in where we put our progress.
We are quick to find our faith in systems
that ensure our entitlement.
We are tempted to find your sovereignty in
situations we can control ourselves.
Help us not to proclaim ourselves but to proclaim the light
of the gospel and the glory of Christ.
May Christ’s light shine in our hearts and into the world.
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God’s light shines in your hearts and through you. In the face
of Jesus the Christ, God’s glory and grace are revealed and
accessible to you.

PRAYER RESPONSE (VU 296)
“This is God’s wondrous world”

CHOIR ANTHEM: "The Journey" - by Ed Harris
https://youtu.be/XakfSzGLpKg
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD TO US
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
MINUTE FOR MISSION:
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
HEBREW READING:
EPISTLE READING:

GOSPEL READING:

2 KINGS 2:1-12
Elijah is taken up into heaven.
The first days of creation.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6
The light of knowledge shines in
our hearts.
MARK 9:2-9
The transfiguration of Jesus.

SERMON: Too Much to Take In !
Rev. Beth W. Johnston of Bridging Waters Pastoral Charge has graciously
allowed us to share her sermon this morning.
Kenneth Grahame’s, The Wind in the Willows, is a delightful
children’s story about the adventures of a group of animals: Rat,
Mole, Badger, Otter, Portly (the otter child), Toad and probably a few
I have forgotten. In one of their adventures, Rat and Mole go in
search of the lost Otter child. After hearing the beautiful haunting call
of a pan pipe, they docked their boat and set out in foot. They came
into a clearing and knew they had reached the end of their search.
They knew, somehow, that the song had been beckoning them to the
very place in which they found themselves. Even though he was
afraid that Death would strike, if he were to look on those things best
kept from mere animals, Mole found the courage to look. He beheld
a vision of a Being that instilled both fear and awe at the same time.
The Being, pan pipes still in hand was fearsome and somehow, at
the same time, benevolent. Grahame tells it like this, “Rat”, [Mole]
found the breath to whisper, shaking, “are you afraid?”

-4“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with unutterable love.
“Afraid! Of Him! O, never, never! And yet - and yet- O, Mole, I am
afraid!”
“Then the two animals, crouching to the earth, bowed their heads
and did worship.”
Grahame goes on to describe how the lost otter baby was discovered
where the Being had been standing. He notes how quickly the Vision
vanished and then, how the memory of it disappeared as well,
because, as he argues, the experience might overshadow their lives
forever and make the rest of them pale by comparison. Yet, the
author tells us that the experience remained, hidden, like the
recollection of a just completed dream, on the tip of memory.
Because of this encounter in the woods, Rat and Mole have been
changed forever.
Even though they were on flat land, in a clearing in the woods, beside
a stream, Mole and Rat had, what is often called a “mountaintop
experience’. The phrase, “mountaintop experience” almost defines
itself. During such an experience, one is rooted to the earth but able
to touch the heavens; during that moment it is as if every goal is
possible as if there are no obstacles which cannot be overcome.
In the biblical sense a mountaintop experience implies an encounter
with the holy; it refers to an encounter with the God of heaven and
earth.
In today’s gospel lesson Jesus takes those sleepy disciples up the
mountain to pray and while they were all there these disciples had
an experience designed to open those eyes, a vision that they could
never forget. According to Mark, they saw Jesus conversing with,
Moses and Elijah, the greatest of both the lawgivers and the
prophets. They were the giants of the past, the best examples of
those who had talked to and spoken for God in the past.
If you look at this passage in it’s larger context and in the place in the
church year in which we now find ourselves, we have a sense of what
this passage means for Mark and for the worshipping and serving
community of faith, almost 2000 years later.

-5You see they were in the process of trying to figure out who this
Jesus was. Herod himself was wondering if the rumours were true or
not. Was Jesus’s John the baptizer come back to life? Was Jesus
the return of the prophet Elijah? Elijah, you may remember, had not
died, but had been carried off to heaven in a chariot of fire. Legend
had it that he would one day return. However, Jesus is more
interested in finding out what the disciples believe. This episode
happens after Peter gives the correct answer to Jesus’ question
about who he is. This event is clearly part of the answer as to the
question of Jesus’s identity. As I have already said, Moses was the
chief lawgiver and Elijah the prime example of everything prophetic.
They were people of courage who provided leadership for their
people at times of great crisis. They were much revered by
succeeding generations. For Jesus to be talking to them on the
mountaintop and speaking of his own departure was to link his
ministry to theirs. BUT that is not all there was to it. The heavenly
voice that spoke first at Jesus’ baptism affirms his identity and
mission. Those who were able to hear were told that they were to
listen to Jesus.
Yet when they go down the mountain they did not tell anyone
what had happened. They needed time to figure it out. They needed
the journey we now observe as “lent”. They needed to know that
listening to this Son of God was not going to be a walk in the park.
They needed to know that the way of Jesus would be the way of the
cross. They needed to know that ultimately this journey of death and
defeat was going to be a journey of victory and life. They needed to
take that walk before they understood it. They needed time to
process the vision we call the ‘transfiguration’ before they could tell
anyone else.
What else do we learn from this event? Well, we also learn that any
of these experiences must result in further discipleship. You have to
come down from the mountain in order to follow and to serve. These
experiences of the holy, these moments of utter certainty are not
designed to last, but they are there to provide that certainty, and then
to sit in the background as we go about our daily walk of discipleship.
Sometimes coming down from the mountain, coming away from a
wonderful experience or encounter with God is a deflating or

-6depressing experience, but you have to come down the mountain.
When I was in university a friend of mine had a powerful mountaintop
experience, but his problem was that he wanted to stay on that
pinnacle of faith and not deal with the hum drum every day grind of
essays and labs and 8:30 am classes and deadlines and trying
roommates. What he found that he needed to do was to give thanks
for it and then to let go of it so that he could live out its meaning. He
learned that he couldn’t live on the mountain. Yet he needed to live
so that somehow others could tell that something had happened, that
he had been changed or empowered or strengthened by the Holy.
Moses had to go down to the valley so that he could tell the people
what God had asked him to do. The disciples couldn’t stay on the
mountain; they knew that, even though one of them offered to build
tents for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. But it is nice to bask in the
moment!
Think of the encounters with the holy you may have had. (Pause)
You may argue though, that you’ve never had one. That’s part of the
trouble of telling these kinds of stories; they are all very different.
Yours and mine cannot be shoved into the same mould, we don’t
need to pound a square peg into a round hole. We need to be open
to the variety of ways in which God comes to us, not try and make
one ‘size fit all’! Pause! Think of those wonderful or terrifying
experiences you have had which clarified your journey or your
identity or which changed the course of your life.
A colleague who had been a nurse told me of the first time she had
been present at the birth of a baby; there were three of them in the
room one minute, and then there were four. The experience brought
tears to her eyes it was so powerful. Those of you who have children
of your own, think of that moment you held your little one for the first
time; of how awesome it was, and how you marvelled at the miracle
of life. Think of the love and the joy and at the same time, the
overwhelming sense of responsibility. Think of the time when you
were present at the death of a loved one, how holy and special it felt,
even though, it was certainly heartbreaking and scary as well. Think
of sitting in the quiet of a church or looking at a sunset on the river
and being overcome by a sense of God’s presence and feeling on
top of the world. Think of watching and listening to a raging blizzard,

-7or standing on the viewing platform at Niagara Falls, while watching
the thundering of the waters cascade over the edge just metres from
your feet.
After each of these events, you had to continue on with your life,
obviously changed or not, but you had that experience that moment,
in the back of your mind, as you put one foot in front of the other, as
you lived your life as it had become.
This moment on the mountaintop helped the disciples realize who
this Jesus really was. Its placement in the context of the whole
journey of his ministry helps the disciples to endure what comes next.
Because if this event foreshadows the crucifixion, it also hints that
the power of the God, who is at work in this Jesus of Nazareth, is not
bound by time, or place, or by death itself. The power of this God will
not let death have the final word. For it is the God of life and hope
will always have the last say.
Like the disciples, we too may have much to learn, but like the
disciples we are not left alone on our journey. We are promised the
abiding presence of the Spirit, the examples of those who have gone
before us, the words of the Scriptures, and the knowledge that we
follow the One who is God’s chosen. Let us listen. Let us open our
eyes and hearts and souls to the holy. And then let us follow with all
our heart and soul and mind and strength.
Amen.

OUR RESPONSE
OFFERING:
(Please use the offering box at the front/back of the Sanctuary as
you exit. Thank you!)

OFFERTORY HYMN (MV191) “What can I do”
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (in unison)
God of glory, it is good for us to be in this place, to find
shelter, to mark the occasion of your presence among us, to

-8know that we are full of hope and aching with desire for you to
stay with us, comfort us and provide the wisdom we need. In
this, we offer ourselves fully. We offer time, talent, treasure.
We offer one another the best of what we have to give and
know you will know just how to use it for your glory. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE:
One: In the shadows of this world,
working for a politic of justice;
in the hunger of your people,
speaking out for trade rules that are fair.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the conflict of the world,
living lives of peace;
in the prejudice of our traditions,
speaking words of inclusion and acceptance.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the grieving of your people,
being the presence of hope;
in the propaganda of the nations,
being the way of truth.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the living of the faith,
being the community of love;
in the needs of your people,
being the hands of heaven.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the bad news of the papers,
being the good news of God;
in the ordinariness of the world,
being the presence of your glory.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN (MV 44) “Shadow and substance”
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COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
And now we share in a common practice of blessing
one another. Please join in as the words of the blessing become
familiar. We will repeat it two times.
We may fail; God does not.
We may end; God does not.
Bless and be blessed. Amen.

CHORAL BLESSING (MV 213) “Take up his song”
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–
2021; The United Church of Canada Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021,
Year B, Gathering Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission

.
NEXT WEEK’S (February 21, 2021) READINGS
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH
Pastoral Care – Contact Information
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call Ron Nielsen @
306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119.
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church, please
contact the church office or a member of the
Membership Committee.
Changes to Contact Information
If you have changed your address or phone number, please advise the
Church Office so that we can keep your information current. Thank you!
Stewardship Seconds
Stewards of the gospel are transfigured through Christ’s light
shining out of the darkness
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 14, 2021
Transfiguration Sunday
WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
As we gather for worship today we acknowledge that the land on which
we gather is Treaty 6 Territory. We honour the Cree and Métis people for
whom this place has been a homeland for thousands of years. We
respect the sacredness of our home and the ground on which we walk
and we are grateful to gather here in peace and hope.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES & CONCERNS:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We come to this place expecting God to meet us,
to remind us of God’s enduring presence, with us and
within us.
Let’s take a moment to acknowledge God and the strength
to worship within each person here.
Invite the people to turn to those near, offer a hand or a smile in
friendship and say to one another, “Christ is in you.”
Come, let us worship.

-2OPENING PRAYER: (in unison)
Invite the gathered community to close eyes and imagine
what it looks like or feels like when you cannot keep yourself from
running toward someone you deeply love and greatly desire. After a
time of silent reflection offer the opening prayer.
God of fire and rain, you call us to you, you call
on the soil beneath our feet, and it rises;
you pull on our heartstrings, and our chests
heave at the sound of your voice.
Draw us near your merciful justice;
We ache to be comforted by your presence.
Set us apart from whatever would inhibit our most
fervent adoration.
Amen.

HYMN (VU 559) “Come, O Fount of every blessing”
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE: (in unison)
Holy God,
We confess that we make false gods of this world.
We are eager to find hope in where we put our progress.
We are quick to find our faith in systems
that ensure our entitlement.
We are tempted to find your sovereignty in
situations we can control ourselves.
Help us not to proclaim ourselves but to proclaim the light
of the gospel and the glory of Christ.
May Christ’s light shine in our hearts and into the world.
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God’s light shines in your hearts and through you. In the face
of Jesus the Christ, God’s glory and grace are revealed and
accessible to you.

PRAYER RESPONSE (VU 296)
“This is God’s wondrous world”

CHOIR ANTHEM: "The Journey" - by Ed Harris
https://youtu.be/XakfSzGLpKg
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD TO US
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
MINUTE FOR MISSION:
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
HEBREW READING:
EPISTLE READING:

GOSPEL READING:

2 KINGS 2:1-12
Elijah is taken up into heaven.
The first days of creation.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6
The light of knowledge shines in
our hearts.
MARK 9:2-9
The transfiguration of Jesus.

SERMON: Too Much to Take In !
Rev. Beth W. Johnston of Bridging Waters Pastoral Charge has graciously
allowed us to share her sermon this morning.
Kenneth Grahame’s, The Wind in the Willows, is a delightful
children’s story about the adventures of a group of animals: Rat,
Mole, Badger, Otter, Portly (the otter child), Toad and probably a few
I have forgotten. In one of their adventures, Rat and Mole go in
search of the lost Otter child. After hearing the beautiful haunting call
of a pan pipe, they docked their boat and set out in foot. They came
into a clearing and knew they had reached the end of their search.
They knew, somehow, that the song had been beckoning them to the
very place in which they found themselves. Even though he was
afraid that Death would strike, if he were to look on those things best
kept from mere animals, Mole found the courage to look. He beheld
a vision of a Being that instilled both fear and awe at the same time.
The Being, pan pipes still in hand was fearsome and somehow, at
the same time, benevolent. Grahame tells it like this, “Rat”, [Mole]
found the breath to whisper, shaking, “are you afraid?”

-4“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with unutterable love.
“Afraid! Of Him! O, never, never! And yet - and yet- O, Mole, I am
afraid!”
“Then the two animals, crouching to the earth, bowed their heads
and did worship.”
Grahame goes on to describe how the lost otter baby was discovered
where the Being had been standing. He notes how quickly the Vision
vanished and then, how the memory of it disappeared as well,
because, as he argues, the experience might overshadow their lives
forever and make the rest of them pale by comparison. Yet, the
author tells us that the experience remained, hidden, like the
recollection of a just completed dream, on the tip of memory.
Because of this encounter in the woods, Rat and Mole have been
changed forever.
Even though they were on flat land, in a clearing in the woods, beside
a stream, Mole and Rat had, what is often called a “mountaintop
experience’. The phrase, “mountaintop experience” almost defines
itself. During such an experience, one is rooted to the earth but able
to touch the heavens; during that moment it is as if every goal is
possible as if there are no obstacles which cannot be overcome.
In the biblical sense a mountaintop experience implies an encounter
with the holy; it refers to an encounter with the God of heaven and
earth.
In today’s gospel lesson Jesus takes those sleepy disciples up the
mountain to pray and while they were all there these disciples had
an experience designed to open those eyes, a vision that they could
never forget. According to Mark, they saw Jesus conversing with,
Moses and Elijah, the greatest of both the lawgivers and the
prophets. They were the giants of the past, the best examples of
those who had talked to and spoken for God in the past.
If you look at this passage in it’s larger context and in the place in the
church year in which we now find ourselves, we have a sense of what
this passage means for Mark and for the worshipping and serving
community of faith, almost 2000 years later.

-5You see they were in the process of trying to figure out who this
Jesus was. Herod himself was wondering if the rumours were true or
not. Was Jesus’s John the baptizer come back to life? Was Jesus
the return of the prophet Elijah? Elijah, you may remember, had not
died, but had been carried off to heaven in a chariot of fire. Legend
had it that he would one day return. However, Jesus is more
interested in finding out what the disciples believe. This episode
happens after Peter gives the correct answer to Jesus’ question
about who he is. This event is clearly part of the answer as to the
question of Jesus’s identity. As I have already said, Moses was the
chief lawgiver and Elijah the prime example of everything prophetic.
They were people of courage who provided leadership for their
people at times of great crisis. They were much revered by
succeeding generations. For Jesus to be talking to them on the
mountaintop and speaking of his own departure was to link his
ministry to theirs. BUT that is not all there was to it. The heavenly
voice that spoke first at Jesus’ baptism affirms his identity and
mission. Those who were able to hear were told that they were to
listen to Jesus.
Yet when they go down the mountain they did not tell anyone
what had happened. They needed time to figure it out. They needed
the journey we now observe as “lent”. They needed to know that
listening to this Son of God was not going to be a walk in the park.
They needed to know that the way of Jesus would be the way of the
cross. They needed to know that ultimately this journey of death and
defeat was going to be a journey of victory and life. They needed to
take that walk before they understood it. They needed time to
process the vision we call the ‘transfiguration’ before they could tell
anyone else.
What else do we learn from this event? Well, we also learn that any
of these experiences must result in further discipleship. You have to
come down from the mountain in order to follow and to serve. These
experiences of the holy, these moments of utter certainty are not
designed to last, but they are there to provide that certainty, and then
to sit in the background as we go about our daily walk of discipleship.
Sometimes coming down from the mountain, coming away from a
wonderful experience or encounter with God is a deflating or

-6depressing experience, but you have to come down the mountain.
When I was in university a friend of mine had a powerful mountaintop
experience, but his problem was that he wanted to stay on that
pinnacle of faith and not deal with the hum drum every day grind of
essays and labs and 8:30 am classes and deadlines and trying
roommates. What he found that he needed to do was to give thanks
for it and then to let go of it so that he could live out its meaning. He
learned that he couldn’t live on the mountain. Yet he needed to live
so that somehow others could tell that something had happened, that
he had been changed or empowered or strengthened by the Holy.
Moses had to go down to the valley so that he could tell the people
what God had asked him to do. The disciples couldn’t stay on the
mountain; they knew that, even though one of them offered to build
tents for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. But it is nice to bask in the
moment!
Think of the encounters with the holy you may have had. (Pause)
You may argue though, that you’ve never had one. That’s part of the
trouble of telling these kinds of stories; they are all very different.
Yours and mine cannot be shoved into the same mould, we don’t
need to pound a square peg into a round hole. We need to be open
to the variety of ways in which God comes to us, not try and make
one ‘size fit all’! Pause! Think of those wonderful or terrifying
experiences you have had which clarified your journey or your
identity or which changed the course of your life.
A colleague who had been a nurse told me of the first time she had
been present at the birth of a baby; there were three of them in the
room one minute, and then there were four. The experience brought
tears to her eyes it was so powerful. Those of you who have children
of your own, think of that moment you held your little one for the first
time; of how awesome it was, and how you marvelled at the miracle
of life. Think of the love and the joy and at the same time, the
overwhelming sense of responsibility. Think of the time when you
were present at the death of a loved one, how holy and special it felt,
even though, it was certainly heartbreaking and scary as well. Think
of sitting in the quiet of a church or looking at a sunset on the river
and being overcome by a sense of God’s presence and feeling on
top of the world. Think of watching and listening to a raging blizzard,

-7or standing on the viewing platform at Niagara Falls, while watching
the thundering of the waters cascade over the edge just metres from
your feet.
After each of these events, you had to continue on with your life,
obviously changed or not, but you had that experience that moment,
in the back of your mind, as you put one foot in front of the other, as
you lived your life as it had become.
This moment on the mountaintop helped the disciples realize who
this Jesus really was. Its placement in the context of the whole
journey of his ministry helps the disciples to endure what comes next.
Because if this event foreshadows the crucifixion, it also hints that
the power of the God, who is at work in this Jesus of Nazareth, is not
bound by time, or place, or by death itself. The power of this God will
not let death have the final word. For it is the God of life and hope
will always have the last say.
Like the disciples, we too may have much to learn, but like the
disciples we are not left alone on our journey. We are promised the
abiding presence of the Spirit, the examples of those who have gone
before us, the words of the Scriptures, and the knowledge that we
follow the One who is God’s chosen. Let us listen. Let us open our
eyes and hearts and souls to the holy. And then let us follow with all
our heart and soul and mind and strength.
Amen.

OUR RESPONSE
OFFERING:
(Please use the offering box at the front/back of the Sanctuary as
you exit. Thank you!)

OFFERTORY HYMN (MV191) “What can I do”
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (in unison)
God of glory, it is good for us to be in this place, to find
shelter, to mark the occasion of your presence among us, to

-8know that we are full of hope and aching with desire for you to
stay with us, comfort us and provide the wisdom we need. In
this, we offer ourselves fully. We offer time, talent, treasure.
We offer one another the best of what we have to give and
know you will know just how to use it for your glory. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE:
One: In the shadows of this world,
working for a politic of justice;
in the hunger of your people,
speaking out for trade rules that are fair.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the conflict of the world,
living lives of peace;
in the prejudice of our traditions,
speaking words of inclusion and acceptance.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the grieving of your people,
being the presence of hope;
in the propaganda of the nations,
being the way of truth.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the living of the faith,
being the community of love;
in the needs of your people,
being the hands of heaven.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the bad news of the papers,
being the good news of God;
in the ordinariness of the world,
being the presence of your glory.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN (MV 44) “Shadow and substance”

-9-

COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
And now we share in a common practice of blessing
one another. Please join in as the words of the blessing become
familiar. We will repeat it two times.
We may fail; God does not.
We may end; God does not.
Bless and be blessed. Amen.

CHORAL BLESSING (MV 213) “Take up his song”
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–
2021; The United Church of Canada Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021,
Year B, Gathering Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission

.
NEXT WEEK’S (February 21, 2021) READINGS
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH
Pastoral Care – Contact Information
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call Ron Nielsen @
306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119.
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church, please
contact the church office or a member of the
Membership Committee.
Changes to Contact Information
If you have changed your address or phone number, please advise the
Church Office so that we can keep your information current. Thank you!
Stewardship Seconds
Stewards of the gospel are transfigured through Christ’s light
shining out of the darkness
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MELFORT ETHELTON PASTORAL CHARGE
Office: (306) 752-2288 Email: melfortuc@sasktel.net
Website: www.melfortunitedchurch.com
Worship Time: 10:30 AM
Ministers: All of us
Worship Leader: Gale Strachan
Music: Tracey Smetaniuk
Music Director: Mavis Peters
Office Administrator: Mavis Busby
Caretaker: Faye Greier
Today’s Greeter:
Scripture Reader:

ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 14, 2021
Transfiguration Sunday
WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
As we gather for worship today we acknowledge that the land on which
we gather is Treaty 6 Territory. We honour the Cree and Métis people for
whom this place has been a homeland for thousands of years. We
respect the sacredness of our home and the ground on which we walk
and we are grateful to gather here in peace and hope.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES & CONCERNS:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We come to this place expecting God to meet us,
to remind us of God’s enduring presence, with us and
within us.
Let’s take a moment to acknowledge God and the strength
to worship within each person here.
Invite the people to turn to those near, offer a hand or a smile in
friendship and say to one another, “Christ is in you.”
Come, let us worship.

-2OPENING PRAYER: (in unison)
Invite the gathered community to close eyes and imagine
what it looks like or feels like when you cannot keep yourself from
running toward someone you deeply love and greatly desire. After a
time of silent reflection offer the opening prayer.
God of fire and rain, you call us to you, you call
on the soil beneath our feet, and it rises;
you pull on our heartstrings, and our chests
heave at the sound of your voice.
Draw us near your merciful justice;
We ache to be comforted by your presence.
Set us apart from whatever would inhibit our most
fervent adoration.
Amen.

HYMN (VU 559) “Come, O Fount of every blessing”
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE: (in unison)
Holy God,
We confess that we make false gods of this world.
We are eager to find hope in where we put our progress.
We are quick to find our faith in systems
that ensure our entitlement.
We are tempted to find your sovereignty in
situations we can control ourselves.
Help us not to proclaim ourselves but to proclaim the light
of the gospel and the glory of Christ.
May Christ’s light shine in our hearts and into the world.
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God’s light shines in your hearts and through you. In the face
of Jesus the Christ, God’s glory and grace are revealed and
accessible to you.

PRAYER RESPONSE (VU 296)
“This is God’s wondrous world”

CHOIR ANTHEM: "The Journey" - by Ed Harris
https://youtu.be/XakfSzGLpKg
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD TO US
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
MINUTE FOR MISSION:
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
HEBREW READING:
EPISTLE READING:

GOSPEL READING:

2 KINGS 2:1-12
Elijah is taken up into heaven.
The first days of creation.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6
The light of knowledge shines in
our hearts.
MARK 9:2-9
The transfiguration of Jesus.

SERMON: Too Much to Take In !
Rev. Beth W. Johnston of Bridging Waters Pastoral Charge has graciously
allowed us to share her sermon this morning.
Kenneth Grahame’s, The Wind in the Willows, is a delightful
children’s story about the adventures of a group of animals: Rat,
Mole, Badger, Otter, Portly (the otter child), Toad and probably a few
I have forgotten. In one of their adventures, Rat and Mole go in
search of the lost Otter child. After hearing the beautiful haunting call
of a pan pipe, they docked their boat and set out in foot. They came
into a clearing and knew they had reached the end of their search.
They knew, somehow, that the song had been beckoning them to the
very place in which they found themselves. Even though he was
afraid that Death would strike, if he were to look on those things best
kept from mere animals, Mole found the courage to look. He beheld
a vision of a Being that instilled both fear and awe at the same time.
The Being, pan pipes still in hand was fearsome and somehow, at
the same time, benevolent. Grahame tells it like this, “Rat”, [Mole]
found the breath to whisper, shaking, “are you afraid?”

-4“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with unutterable love.
“Afraid! Of Him! O, never, never! And yet - and yet- O, Mole, I am
afraid!”
“Then the two animals, crouching to the earth, bowed their heads
and did worship.”
Grahame goes on to describe how the lost otter baby was discovered
where the Being had been standing. He notes how quickly the Vision
vanished and then, how the memory of it disappeared as well,
because, as he argues, the experience might overshadow their lives
forever and make the rest of them pale by comparison. Yet, the
author tells us that the experience remained, hidden, like the
recollection of a just completed dream, on the tip of memory.
Because of this encounter in the woods, Rat and Mole have been
changed forever.
Even though they were on flat land, in a clearing in the woods, beside
a stream, Mole and Rat had, what is often called a “mountaintop
experience’. The phrase, “mountaintop experience” almost defines
itself. During such an experience, one is rooted to the earth but able
to touch the heavens; during that moment it is as if every goal is
possible as if there are no obstacles which cannot be overcome.
In the biblical sense a mountaintop experience implies an encounter
with the holy; it refers to an encounter with the God of heaven and
earth.
In today’s gospel lesson Jesus takes those sleepy disciples up the
mountain to pray and while they were all there these disciples had
an experience designed to open those eyes, a vision that they could
never forget. According to Mark, they saw Jesus conversing with,
Moses and Elijah, the greatest of both the lawgivers and the
prophets. They were the giants of the past, the best examples of
those who had talked to and spoken for God in the past.
If you look at this passage in it’s larger context and in the place in the
church year in which we now find ourselves, we have a sense of what
this passage means for Mark and for the worshipping and serving
community of faith, almost 2000 years later.

-5You see they were in the process of trying to figure out who this
Jesus was. Herod himself was wondering if the rumours were true or
not. Was Jesus’s John the baptizer come back to life? Was Jesus
the return of the prophet Elijah? Elijah, you may remember, had not
died, but had been carried off to heaven in a chariot of fire. Legend
had it that he would one day return. However, Jesus is more
interested in finding out what the disciples believe. This episode
happens after Peter gives the correct answer to Jesus’ question
about who he is. This event is clearly part of the answer as to the
question of Jesus’s identity. As I have already said, Moses was the
chief lawgiver and Elijah the prime example of everything prophetic.
They were people of courage who provided leadership for their
people at times of great crisis. They were much revered by
succeeding generations. For Jesus to be talking to them on the
mountaintop and speaking of his own departure was to link his
ministry to theirs. BUT that is not all there was to it. The heavenly
voice that spoke first at Jesus’ baptism affirms his identity and
mission. Those who were able to hear were told that they were to
listen to Jesus.
Yet when they go down the mountain they did not tell anyone
what had happened. They needed time to figure it out. They needed
the journey we now observe as “lent”. They needed to know that
listening to this Son of God was not going to be a walk in the park.
They needed to know that the way of Jesus would be the way of the
cross. They needed to know that ultimately this journey of death and
defeat was going to be a journey of victory and life. They needed to
take that walk before they understood it. They needed time to
process the vision we call the ‘transfiguration’ before they could tell
anyone else.
What else do we learn from this event? Well, we also learn that any
of these experiences must result in further discipleship. You have to
come down from the mountain in order to follow and to serve. These
experiences of the holy, these moments of utter certainty are not
designed to last, but they are there to provide that certainty, and then
to sit in the background as we go about our daily walk of discipleship.
Sometimes coming down from the mountain, coming away from a
wonderful experience or encounter with God is a deflating or

-6depressing experience, but you have to come down the mountain.
When I was in university a friend of mine had a powerful mountaintop
experience, but his problem was that he wanted to stay on that
pinnacle of faith and not deal with the hum drum every day grind of
essays and labs and 8:30 am classes and deadlines and trying
roommates. What he found that he needed to do was to give thanks
for it and then to let go of it so that he could live out its meaning. He
learned that he couldn’t live on the mountain. Yet he needed to live
so that somehow others could tell that something had happened, that
he had been changed or empowered or strengthened by the Holy.
Moses had to go down to the valley so that he could tell the people
what God had asked him to do. The disciples couldn’t stay on the
mountain; they knew that, even though one of them offered to build
tents for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. But it is nice to bask in the
moment!
Think of the encounters with the holy you may have had. (Pause)
You may argue though, that you’ve never had one. That’s part of the
trouble of telling these kinds of stories; they are all very different.
Yours and mine cannot be shoved into the same mould, we don’t
need to pound a square peg into a round hole. We need to be open
to the variety of ways in which God comes to us, not try and make
one ‘size fit all’! Pause! Think of those wonderful or terrifying
experiences you have had which clarified your journey or your
identity or which changed the course of your life.
A colleague who had been a nurse told me of the first time she had
been present at the birth of a baby; there were three of them in the
room one minute, and then there were four. The experience brought
tears to her eyes it was so powerful. Those of you who have children
of your own, think of that moment you held your little one for the first
time; of how awesome it was, and how you marvelled at the miracle
of life. Think of the love and the joy and at the same time, the
overwhelming sense of responsibility. Think of the time when you
were present at the death of a loved one, how holy and special it felt,
even though, it was certainly heartbreaking and scary as well. Think
of sitting in the quiet of a church or looking at a sunset on the river
and being overcome by a sense of God’s presence and feeling on
top of the world. Think of watching and listening to a raging blizzard,

-7or standing on the viewing platform at Niagara Falls, while watching
the thundering of the waters cascade over the edge just metres from
your feet.
After each of these events, you had to continue on with your life,
obviously changed or not, but you had that experience that moment,
in the back of your mind, as you put one foot in front of the other, as
you lived your life as it had become.
This moment on the mountaintop helped the disciples realize who
this Jesus really was. Its placement in the context of the whole
journey of his ministry helps the disciples to endure what comes next.
Because if this event foreshadows the crucifixion, it also hints that
the power of the God, who is at work in this Jesus of Nazareth, is not
bound by time, or place, or by death itself. The power of this God will
not let death have the final word. For it is the God of life and hope
will always have the last say.
Like the disciples, we too may have much to learn, but like the
disciples we are not left alone on our journey. We are promised the
abiding presence of the Spirit, the examples of those who have gone
before us, the words of the Scriptures, and the knowledge that we
follow the One who is God’s chosen. Let us listen. Let us open our
eyes and hearts and souls to the holy. And then let us follow with all
our heart and soul and mind and strength.
Amen.

OUR RESPONSE
OFFERING:
(Please use the offering box at the front/back of the Sanctuary as
you exit. Thank you!)

OFFERTORY HYMN (MV191) “What can I do”
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (in unison)
God of glory, it is good for us to be in this place, to find
shelter, to mark the occasion of your presence among us, to

-8know that we are full of hope and aching with desire for you to
stay with us, comfort us and provide the wisdom we need. In
this, we offer ourselves fully. We offer time, talent, treasure.
We offer one another the best of what we have to give and
know you will know just how to use it for your glory. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE:
One: In the shadows of this world,
working for a politic of justice;
in the hunger of your people,
speaking out for trade rules that are fair.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the conflict of the world,
living lives of peace;
in the prejudice of our traditions,
speaking words of inclusion and acceptance.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the grieving of your people,
being the presence of hope;
in the propaganda of the nations,
being the way of truth.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the living of the faith,
being the community of love;
in the needs of your people,
being the hands of heaven.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the bad news of the papers,
being the good news of God;
in the ordinariness of the world,
being the presence of your glory.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN (MV 44) “Shadow and substance”
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COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
And now we share in a common practice of blessing
one another. Please join in as the words of the blessing become
familiar. We will repeat it two times.
We may fail; God does not.
We may end; God does not.
Bless and be blessed. Amen.

CHORAL BLESSING (MV 213) “Take up his song”
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–
2021; The United Church of Canada Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021,
Year B, Gathering Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission

.
NEXT WEEK’S (February 21, 2021) READINGS
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH
Pastoral Care – Contact Information
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call Ron Nielsen @
306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119.
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church, please
contact the church office or a member of the
Membership Committee.
Changes to Contact Information
If you have changed your address or phone number, please advise the
Church Office so that we can keep your information current. Thank you!
Stewardship Seconds
Stewards of the gospel are transfigured through Christ’s light
shining out of the darkness

UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
MELFORT ETHELTON PASTORAL CHARGE
Office: (306) 752-2288 Email: melfortuc@sasktel.net
Website: www.melfortunitedchurch.com
Worship Time: 10:30 AM
Ministers: All of us
Worship Leader: Gale Strachan
Music: Tracey Smetaniuk
Music Director: Mavis Peters
Office Administrator: Mavis Busby
Caretaker: Faye Greier
Today’s Greeter:
Scripture Reader:

ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 14, 2021
Transfiguration Sunday
WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
As we gather for worship today we acknowledge that the land on which
we gather is Treaty 6 Territory. We honour the Cree and Métis people for
whom this place has been a homeland for thousands of years. We
respect the sacredness of our home and the ground on which we walk
and we are grateful to gather here in peace and hope.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES & CONCERNS:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We come to this place expecting God to meet us,
to remind us of God’s enduring presence, with us and
within us.
Let’s take a moment to acknowledge God and the strength
to worship within each person here.
Invite the people to turn to those near, offer a hand or a smile in
friendship and say to one another, “Christ is in you.”
Come, let us worship.

-2OPENING PRAYER: (in unison)
Invite the gathered community to close eyes and imagine
what it looks like or feels like when you cannot keep yourself from
running toward someone you deeply love and greatly desire. After a
time of silent reflection offer the opening prayer.
God of fire and rain, you call us to you, you call
on the soil beneath our feet, and it rises;
you pull on our heartstrings, and our chests
heave at the sound of your voice.
Draw us near your merciful justice;
We ache to be comforted by your presence.
Set us apart from whatever would inhibit our most
fervent adoration.
Amen.

HYMN (VU 559) “Come, O Fount of every blessing”
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE: (in unison)
Holy God,
We confess that we make false gods of this world.
We are eager to find hope in where we put our progress.
We are quick to find our faith in systems
that ensure our entitlement.
We are tempted to find your sovereignty in
situations we can control ourselves.
Help us not to proclaim ourselves but to proclaim the light
of the gospel and the glory of Christ.
May Christ’s light shine in our hearts and into the world.
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God’s light shines in your hearts and through you. In the face
of Jesus the Christ, God’s glory and grace are revealed and
accessible to you.

PRAYER RESPONSE (VU 296)
“This is God’s wondrous world”

CHOIR ANTHEM: "The Journey" - by Ed Harris
https://youtu.be/XakfSzGLpKg
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD TO US
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
MINUTE FOR MISSION:
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
HEBREW READING:
EPISTLE READING:

GOSPEL READING:

2 KINGS 2:1-12
Elijah is taken up into heaven.
The first days of creation.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6
The light of knowledge shines in
our hearts.
MARK 9:2-9
The transfiguration of Jesus.

SERMON: Too Much to Take In !
Rev. Beth W. Johnston of Bridging Waters Pastoral Charge has graciously
allowed us to share her sermon this morning.
Kenneth Grahame’s, The Wind in the Willows, is a delightful
children’s story about the adventures of a group of animals: Rat,
Mole, Badger, Otter, Portly (the otter child), Toad and probably a few
I have forgotten. In one of their adventures, Rat and Mole go in
search of the lost Otter child. After hearing the beautiful haunting call
of a pan pipe, they docked their boat and set out in foot. They came
into a clearing and knew they had reached the end of their search.
They knew, somehow, that the song had been beckoning them to the
very place in which they found themselves. Even though he was
afraid that Death would strike, if he were to look on those things best
kept from mere animals, Mole found the courage to look. He beheld
a vision of a Being that instilled both fear and awe at the same time.
The Being, pan pipes still in hand was fearsome and somehow, at
the same time, benevolent. Grahame tells it like this, “Rat”, [Mole]
found the breath to whisper, shaking, “are you afraid?”

-4“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with unutterable love.
“Afraid! Of Him! O, never, never! And yet - and yet- O, Mole, I am
afraid!”
“Then the two animals, crouching to the earth, bowed their heads
and did worship.”
Grahame goes on to describe how the lost otter baby was discovered
where the Being had been standing. He notes how quickly the Vision
vanished and then, how the memory of it disappeared as well,
because, as he argues, the experience might overshadow their lives
forever and make the rest of them pale by comparison. Yet, the
author tells us that the experience remained, hidden, like the
recollection of a just completed dream, on the tip of memory.
Because of this encounter in the woods, Rat and Mole have been
changed forever.
Even though they were on flat land, in a clearing in the woods, beside
a stream, Mole and Rat had, what is often called a “mountaintop
experience’. The phrase, “mountaintop experience” almost defines
itself. During such an experience, one is rooted to the earth but able
to touch the heavens; during that moment it is as if every goal is
possible as if there are no obstacles which cannot be overcome.
In the biblical sense a mountaintop experience implies an encounter
with the holy; it refers to an encounter with the God of heaven and
earth.
In today’s gospel lesson Jesus takes those sleepy disciples up the
mountain to pray and while they were all there these disciples had
an experience designed to open those eyes, a vision that they could
never forget. According to Mark, they saw Jesus conversing with,
Moses and Elijah, the greatest of both the lawgivers and the
prophets. They were the giants of the past, the best examples of
those who had talked to and spoken for God in the past.
If you look at this passage in it’s larger context and in the place in the
church year in which we now find ourselves, we have a sense of what
this passage means for Mark and for the worshipping and serving
community of faith, almost 2000 years later.

-5You see they were in the process of trying to figure out who this
Jesus was. Herod himself was wondering if the rumours were true or
not. Was Jesus’s John the baptizer come back to life? Was Jesus
the return of the prophet Elijah? Elijah, you may remember, had not
died, but had been carried off to heaven in a chariot of fire. Legend
had it that he would one day return. However, Jesus is more
interested in finding out what the disciples believe. This episode
happens after Peter gives the correct answer to Jesus’ question
about who he is. This event is clearly part of the answer as to the
question of Jesus’s identity. As I have already said, Moses was the
chief lawgiver and Elijah the prime example of everything prophetic.
They were people of courage who provided leadership for their
people at times of great crisis. They were much revered by
succeeding generations. For Jesus to be talking to them on the
mountaintop and speaking of his own departure was to link his
ministry to theirs. BUT that is not all there was to it. The heavenly
voice that spoke first at Jesus’ baptism affirms his identity and
mission. Those who were able to hear were told that they were to
listen to Jesus.
Yet when they go down the mountain they did not tell anyone
what had happened. They needed time to figure it out. They needed
the journey we now observe as “lent”. They needed to know that
listening to this Son of God was not going to be a walk in the park.
They needed to know that the way of Jesus would be the way of the
cross. They needed to know that ultimately this journey of death and
defeat was going to be a journey of victory and life. They needed to
take that walk before they understood it. They needed time to
process the vision we call the ‘transfiguration’ before they could tell
anyone else.
What else do we learn from this event? Well, we also learn that any
of these experiences must result in further discipleship. You have to
come down from the mountain in order to follow and to serve. These
experiences of the holy, these moments of utter certainty are not
designed to last, but they are there to provide that certainty, and then
to sit in the background as we go about our daily walk of discipleship.
Sometimes coming down from the mountain, coming away from a
wonderful experience or encounter with God is a deflating or

-6depressing experience, but you have to come down the mountain.
When I was in university a friend of mine had a powerful mountaintop
experience, but his problem was that he wanted to stay on that
pinnacle of faith and not deal with the hum drum every day grind of
essays and labs and 8:30 am classes and deadlines and trying
roommates. What he found that he needed to do was to give thanks
for it and then to let go of it so that he could live out its meaning. He
learned that he couldn’t live on the mountain. Yet he needed to live
so that somehow others could tell that something had happened, that
he had been changed or empowered or strengthened by the Holy.
Moses had to go down to the valley so that he could tell the people
what God had asked him to do. The disciples couldn’t stay on the
mountain; they knew that, even though one of them offered to build
tents for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. But it is nice to bask in the
moment!
Think of the encounters with the holy you may have had. (Pause)
You may argue though, that you’ve never had one. That’s part of the
trouble of telling these kinds of stories; they are all very different.
Yours and mine cannot be shoved into the same mould, we don’t
need to pound a square peg into a round hole. We need to be open
to the variety of ways in which God comes to us, not try and make
one ‘size fit all’! Pause! Think of those wonderful or terrifying
experiences you have had which clarified your journey or your
identity or which changed the course of your life.
A colleague who had been a nurse told me of the first time she had
been present at the birth of a baby; there were three of them in the
room one minute, and then there were four. The experience brought
tears to her eyes it was so powerful. Those of you who have children
of your own, think of that moment you held your little one for the first
time; of how awesome it was, and how you marvelled at the miracle
of life. Think of the love and the joy and at the same time, the
overwhelming sense of responsibility. Think of the time when you
were present at the death of a loved one, how holy and special it felt,
even though, it was certainly heartbreaking and scary as well. Think
of sitting in the quiet of a church or looking at a sunset on the river
and being overcome by a sense of God’s presence and feeling on
top of the world. Think of watching and listening to a raging blizzard,

-7or standing on the viewing platform at Niagara Falls, while watching
the thundering of the waters cascade over the edge just metres from
your feet.
After each of these events, you had to continue on with your life,
obviously changed or not, but you had that experience that moment,
in the back of your mind, as you put one foot in front of the other, as
you lived your life as it had become.
This moment on the mountaintop helped the disciples realize who
this Jesus really was. Its placement in the context of the whole
journey of his ministry helps the disciples to endure what comes next.
Because if this event foreshadows the crucifixion, it also hints that
the power of the God, who is at work in this Jesus of Nazareth, is not
bound by time, or place, or by death itself. The power of this God will
not let death have the final word. For it is the God of life and hope
will always have the last say.
Like the disciples, we too may have much to learn, but like the
disciples we are not left alone on our journey. We are promised the
abiding presence of the Spirit, the examples of those who have gone
before us, the words of the Scriptures, and the knowledge that we
follow the One who is God’s chosen. Let us listen. Let us open our
eyes and hearts and souls to the holy. And then let us follow with all
our heart and soul and mind and strength.
Amen.

OUR RESPONSE
OFFERING:
(Please use the offering box at the front/back of the Sanctuary as
you exit. Thank you!)

OFFERTORY HYMN (MV191) “What can I do”
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (in unison)
God of glory, it is good for us to be in this place, to find
shelter, to mark the occasion of your presence among us, to

-8know that we are full of hope and aching with desire for you to
stay with us, comfort us and provide the wisdom we need. In
this, we offer ourselves fully. We offer time, talent, treasure.
We offer one another the best of what we have to give and
know you will know just how to use it for your glory. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE:
One: In the shadows of this world,
working for a politic of justice;
in the hunger of your people,
speaking out for trade rules that are fair.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the conflict of the world,
living lives of peace;
in the prejudice of our traditions,
speaking words of inclusion and acceptance.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the grieving of your people,
being the presence of hope;
in the propaganda of the nations,
being the way of truth.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the living of the faith,
being the community of love;
in the needs of your people,
being the hands of heaven.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the bad news of the papers,
being the good news of God;
in the ordinariness of the world,
being the presence of your glory.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN (MV 44) “Shadow and substance”
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COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
And now we share in a common practice of blessing
one another. Please join in as the words of the blessing become
familiar. We will repeat it two times.
We may fail; God does not.
We may end; God does not.
Bless and be blessed. Amen.

CHORAL BLESSING (MV 213) “Take up his song”
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–
2021; The United Church of Canada Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021,
Year B, Gathering Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission

.
NEXT WEEK’S (February 21, 2021) READINGS
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH
Pastoral Care – Contact Information
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call Ron Nielsen @
306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119.
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church, please
contact the church office or a member of the
Membership Committee.
Changes to Contact Information
If you have changed your address or phone number, please advise the
Church Office so that we can keep your information current. Thank you!
Stewardship Seconds
Stewards of the gospel are transfigured through Christ’s light
shining out of the darkness

UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
MELFORT ETHELTON PASTORAL CHARGE
Office: (306) 752-2288 Email: melfortuc@sasktel.net
Website: www.melfortunitedchurch.com
Worship Time: 10:30 AM
Ministers: All of us
Worship Leader: Gale Strachan
Music: Tracey Smetaniuk
Music Director: Mavis Peters
Office Administrator: Mavis Busby
Caretaker: Faye Greier
Today’s Greeter:
Scripture Reader:

ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 14, 2021
Transfiguration Sunday
WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
As we gather for worship today we acknowledge that the land on which
we gather is Treaty 6 Territory. We honour the Cree and Métis people for
whom this place has been a homeland for thousands of years. We
respect the sacredness of our home and the ground on which we walk
and we are grateful to gather here in peace and hope.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES & CONCERNS:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We come to this place expecting God to meet us,
to remind us of God’s enduring presence, with us and
within us.
Let’s take a moment to acknowledge God and the strength
to worship within each person here.
Invite the people to turn to those near, offer a hand or a smile in
friendship and say to one another, “Christ is in you.”
Come, let us worship.

-2OPENING PRAYER: (in unison)
Invite the gathered community to close eyes and imagine
what it looks like or feels like when you cannot keep yourself from
running toward someone you deeply love and greatly desire. After a
time of silent reflection offer the opening prayer.
God of fire and rain, you call us to you, you call
on the soil beneath our feet, and it rises;
you pull on our heartstrings, and our chests
heave at the sound of your voice.
Draw us near your merciful justice;
We ache to be comforted by your presence.
Set us apart from whatever would inhibit our most
fervent adoration.
Amen.

HYMN (VU 559) “Come, O Fount of every blessing”
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE: (in unison)
Holy God,
We confess that we make false gods of this world.
We are eager to find hope in where we put our progress.
We are quick to find our faith in systems
that ensure our entitlement.
We are tempted to find your sovereignty in
situations we can control ourselves.
Help us not to proclaim ourselves but to proclaim the light
of the gospel and the glory of Christ.
May Christ’s light shine in our hearts and into the world.
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God’s light shines in your hearts and through you. In the face
of Jesus the Christ, God’s glory and grace are revealed and
accessible to you.

PRAYER RESPONSE (VU 296)
“This is God’s wondrous world”

CHOIR ANTHEM: "The Journey" - by Ed Harris
https://youtu.be/XakfSzGLpKg
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD TO US
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
MINUTE FOR MISSION:
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
HEBREW READING:
EPISTLE READING:

GOSPEL READING:

2 KINGS 2:1-12
Elijah is taken up into heaven.
The first days of creation.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6
The light of knowledge shines in
our hearts.
MARK 9:2-9
The transfiguration of Jesus.

SERMON: Too Much to Take In !
Rev. Beth W. Johnston of Bridging Waters Pastoral Charge has graciously
allowed us to share her sermon this morning.
Kenneth Grahame’s, The Wind in the Willows, is a delightful
children’s story about the adventures of a group of animals: Rat,
Mole, Badger, Otter, Portly (the otter child), Toad and probably a few
I have forgotten. In one of their adventures, Rat and Mole go in
search of the lost Otter child. After hearing the beautiful haunting call
of a pan pipe, they docked their boat and set out in foot. They came
into a clearing and knew they had reached the end of their search.
They knew, somehow, that the song had been beckoning them to the
very place in which they found themselves. Even though he was
afraid that Death would strike, if he were to look on those things best
kept from mere animals, Mole found the courage to look. He beheld
a vision of a Being that instilled both fear and awe at the same time.
The Being, pan pipes still in hand was fearsome and somehow, at
the same time, benevolent. Grahame tells it like this, “Rat”, [Mole]
found the breath to whisper, shaking, “are you afraid?”

-4“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with unutterable love.
“Afraid! Of Him! O, never, never! And yet - and yet- O, Mole, I am
afraid!”
“Then the two animals, crouching to the earth, bowed their heads
and did worship.”
Grahame goes on to describe how the lost otter baby was discovered
where the Being had been standing. He notes how quickly the Vision
vanished and then, how the memory of it disappeared as well,
because, as he argues, the experience might overshadow their lives
forever and make the rest of them pale by comparison. Yet, the
author tells us that the experience remained, hidden, like the
recollection of a just completed dream, on the tip of memory.
Because of this encounter in the woods, Rat and Mole have been
changed forever.
Even though they were on flat land, in a clearing in the woods, beside
a stream, Mole and Rat had, what is often called a “mountaintop
experience’. The phrase, “mountaintop experience” almost defines
itself. During such an experience, one is rooted to the earth but able
to touch the heavens; during that moment it is as if every goal is
possible as if there are no obstacles which cannot be overcome.
In the biblical sense a mountaintop experience implies an encounter
with the holy; it refers to an encounter with the God of heaven and
earth.
In today’s gospel lesson Jesus takes those sleepy disciples up the
mountain to pray and while they were all there these disciples had
an experience designed to open those eyes, a vision that they could
never forget. According to Mark, they saw Jesus conversing with,
Moses and Elijah, the greatest of both the lawgivers and the
prophets. They were the giants of the past, the best examples of
those who had talked to and spoken for God in the past.
If you look at this passage in it’s larger context and in the place in the
church year in which we now find ourselves, we have a sense of what
this passage means for Mark and for the worshipping and serving
community of faith, almost 2000 years later.

-5You see they were in the process of trying to figure out who this
Jesus was. Herod himself was wondering if the rumours were true or
not. Was Jesus’s John the baptizer come back to life? Was Jesus
the return of the prophet Elijah? Elijah, you may remember, had not
died, but had been carried off to heaven in a chariot of fire. Legend
had it that he would one day return. However, Jesus is more
interested in finding out what the disciples believe. This episode
happens after Peter gives the correct answer to Jesus’ question
about who he is. This event is clearly part of the answer as to the
question of Jesus’s identity. As I have already said, Moses was the
chief lawgiver and Elijah the prime example of everything prophetic.
They were people of courage who provided leadership for their
people at times of great crisis. They were much revered by
succeeding generations. For Jesus to be talking to them on the
mountaintop and speaking of his own departure was to link his
ministry to theirs. BUT that is not all there was to it. The heavenly
voice that spoke first at Jesus’ baptism affirms his identity and
mission. Those who were able to hear were told that they were to
listen to Jesus.
Yet when they go down the mountain they did not tell anyone
what had happened. They needed time to figure it out. They needed
the journey we now observe as “lent”. They needed to know that
listening to this Son of God was not going to be a walk in the park.
They needed to know that the way of Jesus would be the way of the
cross. They needed to know that ultimately this journey of death and
defeat was going to be a journey of victory and life. They needed to
take that walk before they understood it. They needed time to
process the vision we call the ‘transfiguration’ before they could tell
anyone else.
What else do we learn from this event? Well, we also learn that any
of these experiences must result in further discipleship. You have to
come down from the mountain in order to follow and to serve. These
experiences of the holy, these moments of utter certainty are not
designed to last, but they are there to provide that certainty, and then
to sit in the background as we go about our daily walk of discipleship.
Sometimes coming down from the mountain, coming away from a
wonderful experience or encounter with God is a deflating or

-6depressing experience, but you have to come down the mountain.
When I was in university a friend of mine had a powerful mountaintop
experience, but his problem was that he wanted to stay on that
pinnacle of faith and not deal with the hum drum every day grind of
essays and labs and 8:30 am classes and deadlines and trying
roommates. What he found that he needed to do was to give thanks
for it and then to let go of it so that he could live out its meaning. He
learned that he couldn’t live on the mountain. Yet he needed to live
so that somehow others could tell that something had happened, that
he had been changed or empowered or strengthened by the Holy.
Moses had to go down to the valley so that he could tell the people
what God had asked him to do. The disciples couldn’t stay on the
mountain; they knew that, even though one of them offered to build
tents for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. But it is nice to bask in the
moment!
Think of the encounters with the holy you may have had. (Pause)
You may argue though, that you’ve never had one. That’s part of the
trouble of telling these kinds of stories; they are all very different.
Yours and mine cannot be shoved into the same mould, we don’t
need to pound a square peg into a round hole. We need to be open
to the variety of ways in which God comes to us, not try and make
one ‘size fit all’! Pause! Think of those wonderful or terrifying
experiences you have had which clarified your journey or your
identity or which changed the course of your life.
A colleague who had been a nurse told me of the first time she had
been present at the birth of a baby; there were three of them in the
room one minute, and then there were four. The experience brought
tears to her eyes it was so powerful. Those of you who have children
of your own, think of that moment you held your little one for the first
time; of how awesome it was, and how you marvelled at the miracle
of life. Think of the love and the joy and at the same time, the
overwhelming sense of responsibility. Think of the time when you
were present at the death of a loved one, how holy and special it felt,
even though, it was certainly heartbreaking and scary as well. Think
of sitting in the quiet of a church or looking at a sunset on the river
and being overcome by a sense of God’s presence and feeling on
top of the world. Think of watching and listening to a raging blizzard,

-7or standing on the viewing platform at Niagara Falls, while watching
the thundering of the waters cascade over the edge just metres from
your feet.
After each of these events, you had to continue on with your life,
obviously changed or not, but you had that experience that moment,
in the back of your mind, as you put one foot in front of the other, as
you lived your life as it had become.
This moment on the mountaintop helped the disciples realize who
this Jesus really was. Its placement in the context of the whole
journey of his ministry helps the disciples to endure what comes next.
Because if this event foreshadows the crucifixion, it also hints that
the power of the God, who is at work in this Jesus of Nazareth, is not
bound by time, or place, or by death itself. The power of this God will
not let death have the final word. For it is the God of life and hope
will always have the last say.
Like the disciples, we too may have much to learn, but like the
disciples we are not left alone on our journey. We are promised the
abiding presence of the Spirit, the examples of those who have gone
before us, the words of the Scriptures, and the knowledge that we
follow the One who is God’s chosen. Let us listen. Let us open our
eyes and hearts and souls to the holy. And then let us follow with all
our heart and soul and mind and strength.
Amen.

OUR RESPONSE
OFFERING:
(Please use the offering box at the front/back of the Sanctuary as
you exit. Thank you!)

OFFERTORY HYMN (MV191) “What can I do”
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (in unison)
God of glory, it is good for us to be in this place, to find
shelter, to mark the occasion of your presence among us, to

-8know that we are full of hope and aching with desire for you to
stay with us, comfort us and provide the wisdom we need. In
this, we offer ourselves fully. We offer time, talent, treasure.
We offer one another the best of what we have to give and
know you will know just how to use it for your glory. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE:
One: In the shadows of this world,
working for a politic of justice;
in the hunger of your people,
speaking out for trade rules that are fair.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the conflict of the world,
living lives of peace;
in the prejudice of our traditions,
speaking words of inclusion and acceptance.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the grieving of your people,
being the presence of hope;
in the propaganda of the nations,
being the way of truth.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the living of the faith,
being the community of love;
in the needs of your people,
being the hands of heaven.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the bad news of the papers,
being the good news of God;
in the ordinariness of the world,
being the presence of your glory.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN (MV 44) “Shadow and substance”
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COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
And now we share in a common practice of blessing
one another. Please join in as the words of the blessing become
familiar. We will repeat it two times.
We may fail; God does not.
We may end; God does not.
Bless and be blessed. Amen.

CHORAL BLESSING (MV 213) “Take up his song”
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–
2021; The United Church of Canada Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021,
Year B, Gathering Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission

.
NEXT WEEK’S (February 21, 2021) READINGS
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH
Pastoral Care – Contact Information
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call Ron Nielsen @
306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119.
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church, please
contact the church office or a member of the
Membership Committee.
Changes to Contact Information
If you have changed your address or phone number, please advise the
Church Office so that we can keep your information current. Thank you!
Stewardship Seconds
Stewards of the gospel are transfigured through Christ’s light
shining out of the darkness

UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
MELFORT ETHELTON PASTORAL CHARGE
Office: (306) 752-2288 Email: melfortuc@sasktel.net
Website: www.melfortunitedchurch.com
Worship Time: 10:30 AM
Ministers: All of us
Worship Leader: Gale Strachan
Music: Tracey Smetaniuk
Music Director: Mavis Peters
Office Administrator: Mavis Busby
Caretaker: Faye Greier
Today’s Greeter:
Scripture Reader:

ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 14, 2021
Transfiguration Sunday
WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
As we gather for worship today we acknowledge that the land on which
we gather is Treaty 6 Territory. We honour the Cree and Métis people for
whom this place has been a homeland for thousands of years. We
respect the sacredness of our home and the ground on which we walk
and we are grateful to gather here in peace and hope.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES & CONCERNS:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We come to this place expecting God to meet us,
to remind us of God’s enduring presence, with us and
within us.
Let’s take a moment to acknowledge God and the strength
to worship within each person here.
Invite the people to turn to those near, offer a hand or a smile in
friendship and say to one another, “Christ is in you.”
Come, let us worship.

-2OPENING PRAYER: (in unison)
Invite the gathered community to close eyes and imagine
what it looks like or feels like when you cannot keep yourself from
running toward someone you deeply love and greatly desire. After a
time of silent reflection offer the opening prayer.
God of fire and rain, you call us to you, you call
on the soil beneath our feet, and it rises;
you pull on our heartstrings, and our chests
heave at the sound of your voice.
Draw us near your merciful justice;
We ache to be comforted by your presence.
Set us apart from whatever would inhibit our most
fervent adoration.
Amen.

HYMN (VU 559) “Come, O Fount of every blessing”
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE: (in unison)
Holy God,
We confess that we make false gods of this world.
We are eager to find hope in where we put our progress.
We are quick to find our faith in systems
that ensure our entitlement.
We are tempted to find your sovereignty in
situations we can control ourselves.
Help us not to proclaim ourselves but to proclaim the light
of the gospel and the glory of Christ.
May Christ’s light shine in our hearts and into the world.
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God’s light shines in your hearts and through you. In the face
of Jesus the Christ, God’s glory and grace are revealed and
accessible to you.

PRAYER RESPONSE (VU 296)
“This is God’s wondrous world”

CHOIR ANTHEM: "The Journey" - by Ed Harris
https://youtu.be/XakfSzGLpKg
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD TO US
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
MINUTE FOR MISSION:
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
HEBREW READING:
EPISTLE READING:

GOSPEL READING:

2 KINGS 2:1-12
Elijah is taken up into heaven.
The first days of creation.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6
The light of knowledge shines in
our hearts.
MARK 9:2-9
The transfiguration of Jesus.

SERMON: Too Much to Take In !
Rev. Beth W. Johnston of Bridging Waters Pastoral Charge has graciously
allowed us to share her sermon this morning.
Kenneth Grahame’s, The Wind in the Willows, is a delightful
children’s story about the adventures of a group of animals: Rat,
Mole, Badger, Otter, Portly (the otter child), Toad and probably a few
I have forgotten. In one of their adventures, Rat and Mole go in
search of the lost Otter child. After hearing the beautiful haunting call
of a pan pipe, they docked their boat and set out in foot. They came
into a clearing and knew they had reached the end of their search.
They knew, somehow, that the song had been beckoning them to the
very place in which they found themselves. Even though he was
afraid that Death would strike, if he were to look on those things best
kept from mere animals, Mole found the courage to look. He beheld
a vision of a Being that instilled both fear and awe at the same time.
The Being, pan pipes still in hand was fearsome and somehow, at
the same time, benevolent. Grahame tells it like this, “Rat”, [Mole]
found the breath to whisper, shaking, “are you afraid?”

-4“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with unutterable love.
“Afraid! Of Him! O, never, never! And yet - and yet- O, Mole, I am
afraid!”
“Then the two animals, crouching to the earth, bowed their heads
and did worship.”
Grahame goes on to describe how the lost otter baby was discovered
where the Being had been standing. He notes how quickly the Vision
vanished and then, how the memory of it disappeared as well,
because, as he argues, the experience might overshadow their lives
forever and make the rest of them pale by comparison. Yet, the
author tells us that the experience remained, hidden, like the
recollection of a just completed dream, on the tip of memory.
Because of this encounter in the woods, Rat and Mole have been
changed forever.
Even though they were on flat land, in a clearing in the woods, beside
a stream, Mole and Rat had, what is often called a “mountaintop
experience’. The phrase, “mountaintop experience” almost defines
itself. During such an experience, one is rooted to the earth but able
to touch the heavens; during that moment it is as if every goal is
possible as if there are no obstacles which cannot be overcome.
In the biblical sense a mountaintop experience implies an encounter
with the holy; it refers to an encounter with the God of heaven and
earth.
In today’s gospel lesson Jesus takes those sleepy disciples up the
mountain to pray and while they were all there these disciples had
an experience designed to open those eyes, a vision that they could
never forget. According to Mark, they saw Jesus conversing with,
Moses and Elijah, the greatest of both the lawgivers and the
prophets. They were the giants of the past, the best examples of
those who had talked to and spoken for God in the past.
If you look at this passage in it’s larger context and in the place in the
church year in which we now find ourselves, we have a sense of what
this passage means for Mark and for the worshipping and serving
community of faith, almost 2000 years later.

-5You see they were in the process of trying to figure out who this
Jesus was. Herod himself was wondering if the rumours were true or
not. Was Jesus’s John the baptizer come back to life? Was Jesus
the return of the prophet Elijah? Elijah, you may remember, had not
died, but had been carried off to heaven in a chariot of fire. Legend
had it that he would one day return. However, Jesus is more
interested in finding out what the disciples believe. This episode
happens after Peter gives the correct answer to Jesus’ question
about who he is. This event is clearly part of the answer as to the
question of Jesus’s identity. As I have already said, Moses was the
chief lawgiver and Elijah the prime example of everything prophetic.
They were people of courage who provided leadership for their
people at times of great crisis. They were much revered by
succeeding generations. For Jesus to be talking to them on the
mountaintop and speaking of his own departure was to link his
ministry to theirs. BUT that is not all there was to it. The heavenly
voice that spoke first at Jesus’ baptism affirms his identity and
mission. Those who were able to hear were told that they were to
listen to Jesus.
Yet when they go down the mountain they did not tell anyone
what had happened. They needed time to figure it out. They needed
the journey we now observe as “lent”. They needed to know that
listening to this Son of God was not going to be a walk in the park.
They needed to know that the way of Jesus would be the way of the
cross. They needed to know that ultimately this journey of death and
defeat was going to be a journey of victory and life. They needed to
take that walk before they understood it. They needed time to
process the vision we call the ‘transfiguration’ before they could tell
anyone else.
What else do we learn from this event? Well, we also learn that any
of these experiences must result in further discipleship. You have to
come down from the mountain in order to follow and to serve. These
experiences of the holy, these moments of utter certainty are not
designed to last, but they are there to provide that certainty, and then
to sit in the background as we go about our daily walk of discipleship.
Sometimes coming down from the mountain, coming away from a
wonderful experience or encounter with God is a deflating or

-6depressing experience, but you have to come down the mountain.
When I was in university a friend of mine had a powerful mountaintop
experience, but his problem was that he wanted to stay on that
pinnacle of faith and not deal with the hum drum every day grind of
essays and labs and 8:30 am classes and deadlines and trying
roommates. What he found that he needed to do was to give thanks
for it and then to let go of it so that he could live out its meaning. He
learned that he couldn’t live on the mountain. Yet he needed to live
so that somehow others could tell that something had happened, that
he had been changed or empowered or strengthened by the Holy.
Moses had to go down to the valley so that he could tell the people
what God had asked him to do. The disciples couldn’t stay on the
mountain; they knew that, even though one of them offered to build
tents for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. But it is nice to bask in the
moment!
Think of the encounters with the holy you may have had. (Pause)
You may argue though, that you’ve never had one. That’s part of the
trouble of telling these kinds of stories; they are all very different.
Yours and mine cannot be shoved into the same mould, we don’t
need to pound a square peg into a round hole. We need to be open
to the variety of ways in which God comes to us, not try and make
one ‘size fit all’! Pause! Think of those wonderful or terrifying
experiences you have had which clarified your journey or your
identity or which changed the course of your life.
A colleague who had been a nurse told me of the first time she had
been present at the birth of a baby; there were three of them in the
room one minute, and then there were four. The experience brought
tears to her eyes it was so powerful. Those of you who have children
of your own, think of that moment you held your little one for the first
time; of how awesome it was, and how you marvelled at the miracle
of life. Think of the love and the joy and at the same time, the
overwhelming sense of responsibility. Think of the time when you
were present at the death of a loved one, how holy and special it felt,
even though, it was certainly heartbreaking and scary as well. Think
of sitting in the quiet of a church or looking at a sunset on the river
and being overcome by a sense of God’s presence and feeling on
top of the world. Think of watching and listening to a raging blizzard,

-7or standing on the viewing platform at Niagara Falls, while watching
the thundering of the waters cascade over the edge just metres from
your feet.
After each of these events, you had to continue on with your life,
obviously changed or not, but you had that experience that moment,
in the back of your mind, as you put one foot in front of the other, as
you lived your life as it had become.
This moment on the mountaintop helped the disciples realize who
this Jesus really was. Its placement in the context of the whole
journey of his ministry helps the disciples to endure what comes next.
Because if this event foreshadows the crucifixion, it also hints that
the power of the God, who is at work in this Jesus of Nazareth, is not
bound by time, or place, or by death itself. The power of this God will
not let death have the final word. For it is the God of life and hope
will always have the last say.
Like the disciples, we too may have much to learn, but like the
disciples we are not left alone on our journey. We are promised the
abiding presence of the Spirit, the examples of those who have gone
before us, the words of the Scriptures, and the knowledge that we
follow the One who is God’s chosen. Let us listen. Let us open our
eyes and hearts and souls to the holy. And then let us follow with all
our heart and soul and mind and strength.
Amen.

OUR RESPONSE
OFFERING:
(Please use the offering box at the front/back of the Sanctuary as
you exit. Thank you!)

OFFERTORY HYMN (MV191) “What can I do”
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (in unison)
God of glory, it is good for us to be in this place, to find
shelter, to mark the occasion of your presence among us, to

-8know that we are full of hope and aching with desire for you to
stay with us, comfort us and provide the wisdom we need. In
this, we offer ourselves fully. We offer time, talent, treasure.
We offer one another the best of what we have to give and
know you will know just how to use it for your glory. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE:
One: In the shadows of this world,
working for a politic of justice;
in the hunger of your people,
speaking out for trade rules that are fair.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the conflict of the world,
living lives of peace;
in the prejudice of our traditions,
speaking words of inclusion and acceptance.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the grieving of your people,
being the presence of hope;
in the propaganda of the nations,
being the way of truth.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the living of the faith,
being the community of love;
in the needs of your people,
being the hands of heaven.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the bad news of the papers,
being the good news of God;
in the ordinariness of the world,
being the presence of your glory.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN (MV 44) “Shadow and substance”
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COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
And now we share in a common practice of blessing
one another. Please join in as the words of the blessing become
familiar. We will repeat it two times.
We may fail; God does not.
We may end; God does not.
Bless and be blessed. Amen.

CHORAL BLESSING (MV 213) “Take up his song”
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–
2021; The United Church of Canada Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021,
Year B, Gathering Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission
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NEXT WEEK’S (February 21, 2021) READINGS
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH
Pastoral Care – Contact Information
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call Ron Nielsen @
306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119.
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church, please
contact the church office or a member of the
Membership Committee.
Changes to Contact Information
If you have changed your address or phone number, please advise the
Church Office so that we can keep your information current. Thank you!
Stewardship Seconds
Stewards of the gospel are transfigured through Christ’s light
shining out of the darkness
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Ministers: All of us
Worship Leader: Gale Strachan
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Music Director: Mavis Peters
Office Administrator: Mavis Busby
Caretaker: Faye Greier
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 14, 2021
Transfiguration Sunday
WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
As we gather for worship today we acknowledge that the land on which
we gather is Treaty 6 Territory. We honour the Cree and Métis people for
whom this place has been a homeland for thousands of years. We
respect the sacredness of our home and the ground on which we walk
and we are grateful to gather here in peace and hope.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES & CONCERNS:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We come to this place expecting God to meet us,
to remind us of God’s enduring presence, with us and
within us.
Let’s take a moment to acknowledge God and the strength
to worship within each person here.
Invite the people to turn to those near, offer a hand or a smile in
friendship and say to one another, “Christ is in you.”
Come, let us worship.

-2OPENING PRAYER: (in unison)
Invite the gathered community to close eyes and imagine
what it looks like or feels like when you cannot keep yourself from
running toward someone you deeply love and greatly desire. After a
time of silent reflection offer the opening prayer.
God of fire and rain, you call us to you, you call
on the soil beneath our feet, and it rises;
you pull on our heartstrings, and our chests
heave at the sound of your voice.
Draw us near your merciful justice;
We ache to be comforted by your presence.
Set us apart from whatever would inhibit our most
fervent adoration.
Amen.

HYMN (VU 559) “Come, O Fount of every blessing”
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE: (in unison)
Holy God,
We confess that we make false gods of this world.
We are eager to find hope in where we put our progress.
We are quick to find our faith in systems
that ensure our entitlement.
We are tempted to find your sovereignty in
situations we can control ourselves.
Help us not to proclaim ourselves but to proclaim the light
of the gospel and the glory of Christ.
May Christ’s light shine in our hearts and into the world.
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God’s light shines in your hearts and through you. In the face
of Jesus the Christ, God’s glory and grace are revealed and
accessible to you.

PRAYER RESPONSE (VU 296)
“This is God’s wondrous world”

CHOIR ANTHEM: "The Journey" - by Ed Harris
https://youtu.be/XakfSzGLpKg
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD TO US
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
MINUTE FOR MISSION:
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
HEBREW READING:
EPISTLE READING:

GOSPEL READING:

2 KINGS 2:1-12
Elijah is taken up into heaven.
The first days of creation.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6
The light of knowledge shines in
our hearts.
MARK 9:2-9
The transfiguration of Jesus.

SERMON: Too Much to Take In !
Rev. Beth W. Johnston of Bridging Waters Pastoral Charge has graciously
allowed us to share her sermon this morning.
Kenneth Grahame’s, The Wind in the Willows, is a delightful
children’s story about the adventures of a group of animals: Rat,
Mole, Badger, Otter, Portly (the otter child), Toad and probably a few
I have forgotten. In one of their adventures, Rat and Mole go in
search of the lost Otter child. After hearing the beautiful haunting call
of a pan pipe, they docked their boat and set out in foot. They came
into a clearing and knew they had reached the end of their search.
They knew, somehow, that the song had been beckoning them to the
very place in which they found themselves. Even though he was
afraid that Death would strike, if he were to look on those things best
kept from mere animals, Mole found the courage to look. He beheld
a vision of a Being that instilled both fear and awe at the same time.
The Being, pan pipes still in hand was fearsome and somehow, at
the same time, benevolent. Grahame tells it like this, “Rat”, [Mole]
found the breath to whisper, shaking, “are you afraid?”

-4“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with unutterable love.
“Afraid! Of Him! O, never, never! And yet - and yet- O, Mole, I am
afraid!”
“Then the two animals, crouching to the earth, bowed their heads
and did worship.”
Grahame goes on to describe how the lost otter baby was discovered
where the Being had been standing. He notes how quickly the Vision
vanished and then, how the memory of it disappeared as well,
because, as he argues, the experience might overshadow their lives
forever and make the rest of them pale by comparison. Yet, the
author tells us that the experience remained, hidden, like the
recollection of a just completed dream, on the tip of memory.
Because of this encounter in the woods, Rat and Mole have been
changed forever.
Even though they were on flat land, in a clearing in the woods, beside
a stream, Mole and Rat had, what is often called a “mountaintop
experience’. The phrase, “mountaintop experience” almost defines
itself. During such an experience, one is rooted to the earth but able
to touch the heavens; during that moment it is as if every goal is
possible as if there are no obstacles which cannot be overcome.
In the biblical sense a mountaintop experience implies an encounter
with the holy; it refers to an encounter with the God of heaven and
earth.
In today’s gospel lesson Jesus takes those sleepy disciples up the
mountain to pray and while they were all there these disciples had
an experience designed to open those eyes, a vision that they could
never forget. According to Mark, they saw Jesus conversing with,
Moses and Elijah, the greatest of both the lawgivers and the
prophets. They were the giants of the past, the best examples of
those who had talked to and spoken for God in the past.
If you look at this passage in it’s larger context and in the place in the
church year in which we now find ourselves, we have a sense of what
this passage means for Mark and for the worshipping and serving
community of faith, almost 2000 years later.

-5You see they were in the process of trying to figure out who this
Jesus was. Herod himself was wondering if the rumours were true or
not. Was Jesus’s John the baptizer come back to life? Was Jesus
the return of the prophet Elijah? Elijah, you may remember, had not
died, but had been carried off to heaven in a chariot of fire. Legend
had it that he would one day return. However, Jesus is more
interested in finding out what the disciples believe. This episode
happens after Peter gives the correct answer to Jesus’ question
about who he is. This event is clearly part of the answer as to the
question of Jesus’s identity. As I have already said, Moses was the
chief lawgiver and Elijah the prime example of everything prophetic.
They were people of courage who provided leadership for their
people at times of great crisis. They were much revered by
succeeding generations. For Jesus to be talking to them on the
mountaintop and speaking of his own departure was to link his
ministry to theirs. BUT that is not all there was to it. The heavenly
voice that spoke first at Jesus’ baptism affirms his identity and
mission. Those who were able to hear were told that they were to
listen to Jesus.
Yet when they go down the mountain they did not tell anyone
what had happened. They needed time to figure it out. They needed
the journey we now observe as “lent”. They needed to know that
listening to this Son of God was not going to be a walk in the park.
They needed to know that the way of Jesus would be the way of the
cross. They needed to know that ultimately this journey of death and
defeat was going to be a journey of victory and life. They needed to
take that walk before they understood it. They needed time to
process the vision we call the ‘transfiguration’ before they could tell
anyone else.
What else do we learn from this event? Well, we also learn that any
of these experiences must result in further discipleship. You have to
come down from the mountain in order to follow and to serve. These
experiences of the holy, these moments of utter certainty are not
designed to last, but they are there to provide that certainty, and then
to sit in the background as we go about our daily walk of discipleship.
Sometimes coming down from the mountain, coming away from a
wonderful experience or encounter with God is a deflating or

-6depressing experience, but you have to come down the mountain.
When I was in university a friend of mine had a powerful mountaintop
experience, but his problem was that he wanted to stay on that
pinnacle of faith and not deal with the hum drum every day grind of
essays and labs and 8:30 am classes and deadlines and trying
roommates. What he found that he needed to do was to give thanks
for it and then to let go of it so that he could live out its meaning. He
learned that he couldn’t live on the mountain. Yet he needed to live
so that somehow others could tell that something had happened, that
he had been changed or empowered or strengthened by the Holy.
Moses had to go down to the valley so that he could tell the people
what God had asked him to do. The disciples couldn’t stay on the
mountain; they knew that, even though one of them offered to build
tents for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. But it is nice to bask in the
moment!
Think of the encounters with the holy you may have had. (Pause)
You may argue though, that you’ve never had one. That’s part of the
trouble of telling these kinds of stories; they are all very different.
Yours and mine cannot be shoved into the same mould, we don’t
need to pound a square peg into a round hole. We need to be open
to the variety of ways in which God comes to us, not try and make
one ‘size fit all’! Pause! Think of those wonderful or terrifying
experiences you have had which clarified your journey or your
identity or which changed the course of your life.
A colleague who had been a nurse told me of the first time she had
been present at the birth of a baby; there were three of them in the
room one minute, and then there were four. The experience brought
tears to her eyes it was so powerful. Those of you who have children
of your own, think of that moment you held your little one for the first
time; of how awesome it was, and how you marvelled at the miracle
of life. Think of the love and the joy and at the same time, the
overwhelming sense of responsibility. Think of the time when you
were present at the death of a loved one, how holy and special it felt,
even though, it was certainly heartbreaking and scary as well. Think
of sitting in the quiet of a church or looking at a sunset on the river
and being overcome by a sense of God’s presence and feeling on
top of the world. Think of watching and listening to a raging blizzard,

-7or standing on the viewing platform at Niagara Falls, while watching
the thundering of the waters cascade over the edge just metres from
your feet.
After each of these events, you had to continue on with your life,
obviously changed or not, but you had that experience that moment,
in the back of your mind, as you put one foot in front of the other, as
you lived your life as it had become.
This moment on the mountaintop helped the disciples realize who
this Jesus really was. Its placement in the context of the whole
journey of his ministry helps the disciples to endure what comes next.
Because if this event foreshadows the crucifixion, it also hints that
the power of the God, who is at work in this Jesus of Nazareth, is not
bound by time, or place, or by death itself. The power of this God will
not let death have the final word. For it is the God of life and hope
will always have the last say.
Like the disciples, we too may have much to learn, but like the
disciples we are not left alone on our journey. We are promised the
abiding presence of the Spirit, the examples of those who have gone
before us, the words of the Scriptures, and the knowledge that we
follow the One who is God’s chosen. Let us listen. Let us open our
eyes and hearts and souls to the holy. And then let us follow with all
our heart and soul and mind and strength.
Amen.

OUR RESPONSE
OFFERING:
(Please use the offering box at the front/back of the Sanctuary as
you exit. Thank you!)

OFFERTORY HYMN (MV191) “What can I do”
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (in unison)
God of glory, it is good for us to be in this place, to find
shelter, to mark the occasion of your presence among us, to

-8know that we are full of hope and aching with desire for you to
stay with us, comfort us and provide the wisdom we need. In
this, we offer ourselves fully. We offer time, talent, treasure.
We offer one another the best of what we have to give and
know you will know just how to use it for your glory. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE:
One: In the shadows of this world,
working for a politic of justice;
in the hunger of your people,
speaking out for trade rules that are fair.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the conflict of the world,
living lives of peace;
in the prejudice of our traditions,
speaking words of inclusion and acceptance.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the grieving of your people,
being the presence of hope;
in the propaganda of the nations,
being the way of truth.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the living of the faith,
being the community of love;
in the needs of your people,
being the hands of heaven.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the bad news of the papers,
being the good news of God;
in the ordinariness of the world,
being the presence of your glory.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN (MV 44) “Shadow and substance”
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COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
And now we share in a common practice of blessing
one another. Please join in as the words of the blessing become
familiar. We will repeat it two times.
We may fail; God does not.
We may end; God does not.
Bless and be blessed. Amen.

CHORAL BLESSING (MV 213) “Take up his song”
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–
2021; The United Church of Canada Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021,
Year B, Gathering Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission

.
NEXT WEEK’S (February 21, 2021) READINGS
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH
Pastoral Care – Contact Information
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call Ron Nielsen @
306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119.
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church, please
contact the church office or a member of the
Membership Committee.
Changes to Contact Information
If you have changed your address or phone number, please advise the
Church Office so that we can keep your information current. Thank you!
Stewardship Seconds
Stewards of the gospel are transfigured through Christ’s light
shining out of the darkness

UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
MELFORT ETHELTON PASTORAL CHARGE
Office: (306) 752-2288 Email: melfortuc@sasktel.net
Website: www.melfortunitedchurch.com
Worship Time: 10:30 AM
Ministers: All of us
Worship Leader: Gale Strachan
Music: Tracey Smetaniuk
Music Director: Mavis Peters
Office Administrator: Mavis Busby
Caretaker: Faye Greier
Today’s Greeter:
Scripture Reader:

ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 14, 2021
Transfiguration Sunday
WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
As we gather for worship today we acknowledge that the land on which
we gather is Treaty 6 Territory. We honour the Cree and Métis people for
whom this place has been a homeland for thousands of years. We
respect the sacredness of our home and the ground on which we walk
and we are grateful to gather here in peace and hope.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES & CONCERNS:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We come to this place expecting God to meet us,
to remind us of God’s enduring presence, with us and
within us.
Let’s take a moment to acknowledge God and the strength
to worship within each person here.
Invite the people to turn to those near, offer a hand or a smile in
friendship and say to one another, “Christ is in you.”
Come, let us worship.

-2OPENING PRAYER: (in unison)
Invite the gathered community to close eyes and imagine
what it looks like or feels like when you cannot keep yourself from
running toward someone you deeply love and greatly desire. After a
time of silent reflection offer the opening prayer.
God of fire and rain, you call us to you, you call
on the soil beneath our feet, and it rises;
you pull on our heartstrings, and our chests
heave at the sound of your voice.
Draw us near your merciful justice;
We ache to be comforted by your presence.
Set us apart from whatever would inhibit our most
fervent adoration.
Amen.

HYMN (VU 559) “Come, O Fount of every blessing”
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE: (in unison)
Holy God,
We confess that we make false gods of this world.
We are eager to find hope in where we put our progress.
We are quick to find our faith in systems
that ensure our entitlement.
We are tempted to find your sovereignty in
situations we can control ourselves.
Help us not to proclaim ourselves but to proclaim the light
of the gospel and the glory of Christ.
May Christ’s light shine in our hearts and into the world.
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God’s light shines in your hearts and through you. In the face
of Jesus the Christ, God’s glory and grace are revealed and
accessible to you.

PRAYER RESPONSE (VU 296)
“This is God’s wondrous world”

CHOIR ANTHEM: "The Journey" - by Ed Harris
https://youtu.be/XakfSzGLpKg
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD TO US
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
MINUTE FOR MISSION:
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
HEBREW READING:
EPISTLE READING:

GOSPEL READING:

2 KINGS 2:1-12
Elijah is taken up into heaven.
The first days of creation.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6
The light of knowledge shines in
our hearts.
MARK 9:2-9
The transfiguration of Jesus.

SERMON: Too Much to Take In !
Rev. Beth W. Johnston of Bridging Waters Pastoral Charge has graciously
allowed us to share her sermon this morning.
Kenneth Grahame’s, The Wind in the Willows, is a delightful
children’s story about the adventures of a group of animals: Rat,
Mole, Badger, Otter, Portly (the otter child), Toad and probably a few
I have forgotten. In one of their adventures, Rat and Mole go in
search of the lost Otter child. After hearing the beautiful haunting call
of a pan pipe, they docked their boat and set out in foot. They came
into a clearing and knew they had reached the end of their search.
They knew, somehow, that the song had been beckoning them to the
very place in which they found themselves. Even though he was
afraid that Death would strike, if he were to look on those things best
kept from mere animals, Mole found the courage to look. He beheld
a vision of a Being that instilled both fear and awe at the same time.
The Being, pan pipes still in hand was fearsome and somehow, at
the same time, benevolent. Grahame tells it like this, “Rat”, [Mole]
found the breath to whisper, shaking, “are you afraid?”

-4“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with unutterable love.
“Afraid! Of Him! O, never, never! And yet - and yet- O, Mole, I am
afraid!”
“Then the two animals, crouching to the earth, bowed their heads
and did worship.”
Grahame goes on to describe how the lost otter baby was discovered
where the Being had been standing. He notes how quickly the Vision
vanished and then, how the memory of it disappeared as well,
because, as he argues, the experience might overshadow their lives
forever and make the rest of them pale by comparison. Yet, the
author tells us that the experience remained, hidden, like the
recollection of a just completed dream, on the tip of memory.
Because of this encounter in the woods, Rat and Mole have been
changed forever.
Even though they were on flat land, in a clearing in the woods, beside
a stream, Mole and Rat had, what is often called a “mountaintop
experience’. The phrase, “mountaintop experience” almost defines
itself. During such an experience, one is rooted to the earth but able
to touch the heavens; during that moment it is as if every goal is
possible as if there are no obstacles which cannot be overcome.
In the biblical sense a mountaintop experience implies an encounter
with the holy; it refers to an encounter with the God of heaven and
earth.
In today’s gospel lesson Jesus takes those sleepy disciples up the
mountain to pray and while they were all there these disciples had
an experience designed to open those eyes, a vision that they could
never forget. According to Mark, they saw Jesus conversing with,
Moses and Elijah, the greatest of both the lawgivers and the
prophets. They were the giants of the past, the best examples of
those who had talked to and spoken for God in the past.
If you look at this passage in it’s larger context and in the place in the
church year in which we now find ourselves, we have a sense of what
this passage means for Mark and for the worshipping and serving
community of faith, almost 2000 years later.

-5You see they were in the process of trying to figure out who this
Jesus was. Herod himself was wondering if the rumours were true or
not. Was Jesus’s John the baptizer come back to life? Was Jesus
the return of the prophet Elijah? Elijah, you may remember, had not
died, but had been carried off to heaven in a chariot of fire. Legend
had it that he would one day return. However, Jesus is more
interested in finding out what the disciples believe. This episode
happens after Peter gives the correct answer to Jesus’ question
about who he is. This event is clearly part of the answer as to the
question of Jesus’s identity. As I have already said, Moses was the
chief lawgiver and Elijah the prime example of everything prophetic.
They were people of courage who provided leadership for their
people at times of great crisis. They were much revered by
succeeding generations. For Jesus to be talking to them on the
mountaintop and speaking of his own departure was to link his
ministry to theirs. BUT that is not all there was to it. The heavenly
voice that spoke first at Jesus’ baptism affirms his identity and
mission. Those who were able to hear were told that they were to
listen to Jesus.
Yet when they go down the mountain they did not tell anyone
what had happened. They needed time to figure it out. They needed
the journey we now observe as “lent”. They needed to know that
listening to this Son of God was not going to be a walk in the park.
They needed to know that the way of Jesus would be the way of the
cross. They needed to know that ultimately this journey of death and
defeat was going to be a journey of victory and life. They needed to
take that walk before they understood it. They needed time to
process the vision we call the ‘transfiguration’ before they could tell
anyone else.
What else do we learn from this event? Well, we also learn that any
of these experiences must result in further discipleship. You have to
come down from the mountain in order to follow and to serve. These
experiences of the holy, these moments of utter certainty are not
designed to last, but they are there to provide that certainty, and then
to sit in the background as we go about our daily walk of discipleship.
Sometimes coming down from the mountain, coming away from a
wonderful experience or encounter with God is a deflating or

-6depressing experience, but you have to come down the mountain.
When I was in university a friend of mine had a powerful mountaintop
experience, but his problem was that he wanted to stay on that
pinnacle of faith and not deal with the hum drum every day grind of
essays and labs and 8:30 am classes and deadlines and trying
roommates. What he found that he needed to do was to give thanks
for it and then to let go of it so that he could live out its meaning. He
learned that he couldn’t live on the mountain. Yet he needed to live
so that somehow others could tell that something had happened, that
he had been changed or empowered or strengthened by the Holy.
Moses had to go down to the valley so that he could tell the people
what God had asked him to do. The disciples couldn’t stay on the
mountain; they knew that, even though one of them offered to build
tents for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. But it is nice to bask in the
moment!
Think of the encounters with the holy you may have had. (Pause)
You may argue though, that you’ve never had one. That’s part of the
trouble of telling these kinds of stories; they are all very different.
Yours and mine cannot be shoved into the same mould, we don’t
need to pound a square peg into a round hole. We need to be open
to the variety of ways in which God comes to us, not try and make
one ‘size fit all’! Pause! Think of those wonderful or terrifying
experiences you have had which clarified your journey or your
identity or which changed the course of your life.
A colleague who had been a nurse told me of the first time she had
been present at the birth of a baby; there were three of them in the
room one minute, and then there were four. The experience brought
tears to her eyes it was so powerful. Those of you who have children
of your own, think of that moment you held your little one for the first
time; of how awesome it was, and how you marvelled at the miracle
of life. Think of the love and the joy and at the same time, the
overwhelming sense of responsibility. Think of the time when you
were present at the death of a loved one, how holy and special it felt,
even though, it was certainly heartbreaking and scary as well. Think
of sitting in the quiet of a church or looking at a sunset on the river
and being overcome by a sense of God’s presence and feeling on
top of the world. Think of watching and listening to a raging blizzard,

-7or standing on the viewing platform at Niagara Falls, while watching
the thundering of the waters cascade over the edge just metres from
your feet.
After each of these events, you had to continue on with your life,
obviously changed or not, but you had that experience that moment,
in the back of your mind, as you put one foot in front of the other, as
you lived your life as it had become.
This moment on the mountaintop helped the disciples realize who
this Jesus really was. Its placement in the context of the whole
journey of his ministry helps the disciples to endure what comes next.
Because if this event foreshadows the crucifixion, it also hints that
the power of the God, who is at work in this Jesus of Nazareth, is not
bound by time, or place, or by death itself. The power of this God will
not let death have the final word. For it is the God of life and hope
will always have the last say.
Like the disciples, we too may have much to learn, but like the
disciples we are not left alone on our journey. We are promised the
abiding presence of the Spirit, the examples of those who have gone
before us, the words of the Scriptures, and the knowledge that we
follow the One who is God’s chosen. Let us listen. Let us open our
eyes and hearts and souls to the holy. And then let us follow with all
our heart and soul and mind and strength.
Amen.

OUR RESPONSE
OFFERING:
(Please use the offering box at the front/back of the Sanctuary as
you exit. Thank you!)

OFFERTORY HYMN (MV191) “What can I do”
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: (in unison)
God of glory, it is good for us to be in this place, to find
shelter, to mark the occasion of your presence among us, to

-8know that we are full of hope and aching with desire for you to
stay with us, comfort us and provide the wisdom we need. In
this, we offer ourselves fully. We offer time, talent, treasure.
We offer one another the best of what we have to give and
know you will know just how to use it for your glory. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE:
One: In the shadows of this world,
working for a politic of justice;
in the hunger of your people,
speaking out for trade rules that are fair.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the conflict of the world,
living lives of peace;
in the prejudice of our traditions,
speaking words of inclusion and acceptance.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the grieving of your people,
being the presence of hope;
in the propaganda of the nations,
being the way of truth.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the living of the faith,
being the community of love;
in the needs of your people,
being the hands of heaven.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.
One: In the bad news of the papers,
being the good news of God;
in the ordinariness of the world,
being the presence of your glory.
All: May we be people of the transfiguration.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN (MV 44) “Shadow and substance”
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COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
And now we share in a common practice of blessing
one another. Please join in as the words of the blessing become
familiar. We will repeat it two times.
We may fail; God does not.
We may end; God does not.
Bless and be blessed. Amen.

CHORAL BLESSING (MV 213) “Take up his song”
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–
2021; The United Church of Canada Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021,
Year B, Gathering Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission

.
NEXT WEEK’S (February 21, 2021) READINGS
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH
Pastoral Care – Contact Information
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call Ron Nielsen @
306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119.
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church, please
contact the church office or a member of the
Membership Committee.
Changes to Contact Information
If you have changed your address or phone number, please advise the
Church Office so that we can keep your information current. Thank you!
Stewardship Seconds
Stewards of the gospel are transfigured through Christ’s light
shining out of the darkness

