CHRISTMAS 2016

MELFORT UNITED CHURCH

NEWSLETTER
MINISTER’S MESSAGE
Season Greetings to you all,
It feels great to be back yet again at this time of the year when our hearts, for
some of us, are filled with hope, peace, joy, and love again. These four truths are the
major themes that guide us from our Advent through Christmas journeys.
Very soon, we will begin the season of Advent - the time of waiting and
preparing for the coming into the world of the one who not only embodies these truths,
but one in whom they are to be fulfilled. Through the little baby Jesus, we celebrate
yet again the birth of or renewed hope, peace, joy, and love among us. Our scripture
readings point to that fact in history.
Please read the worship committee corner for our worship events through this
time of the year.
As we look forward to this journey, may we be awake and be present during this
time of waiting. May we heed the call to give thanks for simple, everyday things that
we may take for granted, asking God to travel with us on this inward journey of
attentiveness, that our hearts may know the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love he
brings, and that they may flow through what we say and do from this day onward
(Romans 13:11-14).
May the spirit of these four truths gently fill your hearts and homes at
Christmas!
Happy Holidays everyone!
Rev. Emmanuel Menyereye
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Chairperson’s Report
Merry Almost Christmas! We have had a very interesting 2016, no doubt
about it. I am so pleased with the work the board has done, particularly as it
relates to the last few months. Property is to be commended in many
respects for their work on the west side of the church, protecting the
integrity of the foundation. I know Rick Strachan and Doug Lyon were a big
part of that. It seems to me we owe Kelly Copeland a thank you as well for
getting those eaves cleaned up! M&P had a curveball thrown at them with
the resignation of Erin, but responded quickly and professionally, managing
to bring on a talented replacement, Denise Todosichuk, in very short order. I
know Denise is on a steep learning curve, but she has shown a real
willingness to learn, and to get up to speed as quickly as possible. This
determination has not gone unnoticed! Please take the time to introduce
yourselves to Denise.

Triple-Layer Cracker Toffee Bars
25minprep time
1hr25mintotal time

6ingredients
48servings

And of course, the fundraising efforts of all involved in garage sales, pie sales,
fall suppers, etc. There are uncountable hours that go in to all of these very
necessary activities, and we as a church are incredibly grateful for these
efforts.
Ingredients

The board will continue to look for ways to augment our local giving with
unique events and fundraisers. Rest assured, the decision on whether or not
to allow alcohol to be served during rentals of the C.E. Centre will be put to a
congregational vote at our annual meeting in February.
In closing, I’d like to thank all the board members for their dedication and
ongoing commitment. We will be losing a few (including me) as their tenure
is up. Please consider joining the board – we can use your expertise and your
gifts of time and energy.

90 buttery rectangular crackers (from 13.7-oz
box)
1 can (14 oz) sweetened condensed milk (not
evaporated)
1 cup packed brown sugar
½ cup butter
¼ cup milk
1 bag (11.5 oz) milk chocolate chips (2 cups)
Directions

Have a wonderful holiday season, and may you all enjoy a healthy, happy,
and prosperous 2017.

1.

Merry Christmas.

2.

Chris Corbett
Chairperson
3.

4.

1 Line 13x9-inch pan with foil. Spray
foil with cooking spray. Place 30 of the
crackers in bottom of pan.
2 In 2-quart saucepan, mix condensed
milk, brown sugar, butter and milk.
Cook over medium heat until butter is
melted, stirring frequently. Increase
heat to medium-high; heat to boiling.
Boil 5 minutes, stirring constantly.
3 Pour one-third of the caramel mixture
over crackers in pan. Arrange 30 of the
crackers over caramel. Top with onethird of the remaining caramel mixture.
Repeat with remaining crackers and
caramel.
4 In small microwavable bowl,
microwave chocolate chips uncovered
on High 1 to 2 minutes, stirring every 30
seconds, until melted and smooth. Pour
over caramel; spread evenly.
Refrigerate about 1 hour or until set.
Cut into 6 rows by 8 rows. Store
covered up to 4 days.

Choir
Choir practice is every Wednesday at7pm.
New members are welcome.
Bible Study
Bible study is every Thursday at 10:30 am.
Bell Choir
Thursdays at 4:15pm.
Pastoral Care
Meets the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month at 10 am.
Card/Games Night
The second Friday of the month at 7pm. Everyone is welcome!
Noon Lunch
The first Sunday of the month following service. Everyone is welcome!
Food Bank Sunday
The second Sunday of the month.
Please bring your non-perishable items to support the Food Bank.

Worship Committee
As we come into the seasons of Advent and Christmas, let us keep the needs of others in our hearts.
Please join us for worship as we prepare for the birth of Jesus Christ.
Special Dates:
Nov. 27 - 1st Sunday of Advent and Communion (candle lighting)
“In the beginning was the Word,
and the word was with God.
In the beginning is our hope,
and hope is in God.
This Advent season begins with hope for this world.”

Dec 18 – 4th Sunday of Advent (candle lighting)
We assemble to hear the ancient story
told again this year,
a story of God’s love burning brightly
into a waiting world;”
Communion Service

Dec. 4 - 2nd Sunday of Advent (candle lighting)
“Let us celebrate our inner peace
and seek peace for the world.”
Dec. 11 - 3rd Sunday of Advent (candle lighting)
“God delights us with wonder and blessing
each morning
God brings smiles to our faces and
joy to our sleepy souls.”
Sunday School’s “White Gift Service”
Please bring an unwrapped gift for a child, if you are
able to.

Dec 24th – Christmas Even Candle Lighting Service @ 7:00
“This evening, we gather to hear the ancient
account of God with us. Not the God of
elsewhere, but the God within us, the Godgiven birth long ago.”

Dec 25th – No Church Service

Jan 1st - Church Service @ 10:30

“May your season be touched with the simple grace of His love.”

Christian Education
Our annual White Gift Sunday will be on
December 11th. There will be a special
program and music presented by the Sunday
School children. We ask that people bring an
unwrapped gift for a child. These gifts will be
donated to the Salvation Army who will see
that they go to needy families. Please come
out for this special Sunday service.

Our Carillons are performing in the 2pm
program and our Church Choir is performing
in the 7pm program.
Would you like to receive the church
newsletter by email? Please use the sign-up
sheet outside of the sanctuary or send an
email with “newsletter” in the subject line to
melfortuc@sasktel.net

Thanks to…
*Those who seasonally decorate our
sanctuary so beautifully.
*Cheryl Sproule, Bea White, Gale Strachan
for convening the Fall Supper and to all others
who helped.
*The Pastoral Care team for their continuing
work.
*The wonderful Sunday School teachers.

People News
Funerals: Our sympathy is extended to all the
families and friends.
Ordella Strachan
David McAlister
Bernice Stevenson
Donald Rumberger
Archie Groat
Jean Maltman
Tyson Kradovill
Frank Hoar

The Observer
Observer subscriptions are due by December
15th. Subscriptions cost $25 a year. If you
would like to renew or start a new
subscription, talk to Denise in the office.

Mark Your Calendars
UCW Tea & Bazaar
Saturday, December 3th, 2 to 4 pm. Featuring
craft, baking and “new-to-you” tables.
Rotary Carol Festival
Sunday, December 11th at 2 pm and 7 pm

M & P Report
The Ministry and Personnel Committee met on a
semi regularly basis and as needed this year.
Sometimes this is done with phone calls and
emails as we, like many people lead very busy
lives. Our duties included leading the church
service on August 21. We served noon lunch and
we meet with the staff quarterly and as needed as
well as doing staff performance reviews once a
year. We serve as the go between for the staff
and the congregation.
This year we had a major change in our office as
we said goodbye to Erin and wished her well in
her new job and we welcomed Denise into our
church family.
One of our duties is to ensure that there is piano
or organ accompaniment for our Sunday
Services. Thank you very, very much to those of
you who have shared your musical talents. I
cannot tell you how much the entire
congregation appreciates this! If there is anyone
else who would be willing to share their musical
talents, please contact Denise or myself.
We would also like to thank Denise, Fay and
Emmanuel for all of your hard work and wish the
staff and the congregation a Merry Christmas.
Respectfully submitted by
Gina McAvoy on behalf of M&P

From the Finance Committee
The members of the 2016 finance committee
are Peggy George, Cheryl Sproule and Kim
Eskowich. We meet on the Tuesday prior to the
Melfort United Church
Board Meeting. We review the monthly financial
statements that (were prepared by Erin NorrisPott, the office administrator) are now prepared
by Denise Todosichuk our new office
administrator since mid-October. We manage all
the funds of the church; piano fund, memorial
fund, building fund, S.O.S. fund, and bequest
GIC’s. We are mindful of all expenses and try our
best to manage our funds wisely.
There are numerous ways to financially support
Melfort United Church, namely through the use
of church envelopes or P.A.R. If you are using
envelopes that are not numbered, please write
your name on the outside of the envelope to
ensure the proper donation will appear on your
income tax receipt at the end of the year. Extra
offering envelopes may be picked up at the
church office or on the shelves at the entrance
to the sanctuary.
Many folks find it more convenient to donate
through P.A.R. (preauthorized remittance). If
this is your preference, please see Denise at the
church office. Denise has the bank form that will
withdraw your specified amount from your
bank account and deposit into the church bank
account on the 20th day of each month. This
makes Sunday mornings hassle-free - no
envelope to look for, no cash required, and no
cheque to be written. If you miss church on
Sunday, your donation will still be given.
We are so proud and so very grateful to all the
organizers, volunteers and supporters of our
many fundraising events that occurred
throughout 2016 – noon lunches, garage sales,
Scott Woods Concert, pie sales, FundScrip and
Coop gift cards, fall supper, tea and
bazaar….thank you thank you one and all!
Submitted by:
Peggy George
Finance Chair

A Prayer for December
Bethlehem Prayer
O Mystery as grand as the universe
O Mighty Force of all creation,
O Power beyond all our power,
You have come to us as an infant.
Vulnerable, fragile, beautiful.
You have come to us
in the midst of poverty,
powerlessness and longing.
Come again, O Promiser of Peace.
Come again, to the city of your birth
mired in fear, oppression and injustice.
Come again, where bullet holes
still pock the walls of Sanctuary.
Come again, where Children dream
of homes they have never seen.
Come again, where a single key
or the number 194 cry out again
of forced journey to Bethlehem.
Be born again in the camps.
Be born again in stables and homes.
Be born again in many cities and languages.
Be born again among nations.
Be born again in places of injustice.
Be born again a promise of hope,
a sign of love and joy to the world.
Be born again in our hearts,
that we too might be called
Makers of peace
and Children of God.
Amen
The Right Rev. David Giuliano, Moderator of The
United Church of Canada
From the Church Office
First I want to thank you all for your
kindness and patience as I learn my new job. I am
enjoying working here and look forward to 2017.
We are closing the office for Christmas. We
will be closed at 3pm on Friday, December 23rd and
will reopen on Tuesday, January 3rd at 9am. As
always Emmanuel will be available for Pastoral Care
emergencies during the holidays. He can be reached
at 306-930-1278.
May you have
The gladness of Christmas
which is hope;
The spirit of Christmas
which is peace;
The heart of Christmas
which is love.
- Ada V. Hendricks
Denise Todosichuk
Office Administrator

UCW Report
UCW continues to be involved in many activities.
Our afternoon meetings, normally held at 2pm on the third Thursday of the month, have
been well attended throughout the year.

For the Young
and
UCW delivered Meals
on Wheels September 26th to October 7 .
The Women Alive unit coordinated the cooking of turkeys and gravy, for the fall supper
Young at
Heart
and the
Naomi unit prepared potatoes, coleslaw, cranberries, buns and pickles.
th

2017 marks the 55th anniversary of UCW. There will be a national UCW conference in BC

As A Baby, Jesus Came
July 10 to 14, 2017, in Vancouver, BC at UBC. We are hoping that some women of our
congregation will be able to attend.
As a baby, Jesus came
On Tuesday, November 29th, St. Martin’s United in Saskatoon, there will be a luncheon
From His home above
Lynn Lancaster, UCW president of B.C. Conference, as guest speaker. She will speak
He left His throne, and whowith
He was,
about this “Celebrating Spirit” event in Vancouver next July.
To teach us how to love

The annual Christmas tea and bazaar will be held on Saturday, December 3rd, from 2 to

As a baby, Jesus came,
4 pm. There will be a “tea”, bake table, bazaar and a “New to You” table. Please support
Wrapped in swaddling cloth;
the tea in any way you can. Donations for the bake table, bazaar, gently used items and
Willingly took on humanity,
your
Though He was one with
Godtime are greatly appreciated. So come out and enjoy this very worthwhile event.

We appreciate all of those that attend and contribute to the tea in any way.

As a baby, Jesus came
This fall our meetings have focused on our future, with a close look at our purpose in the
To one day grow toMelfort
be
church, and what needs to be done to be able to fulfill this purpose, most
The saviour of the human race,
efficiently
with minimal meetings and executive members. The next UCW general
People like you and me

meeting will be the annual meeting on January 19, 2016. We will have a pot-luck at
12:00 noon, followed by the business meeting at 1:00 pm. I encourage all women to
As a baby, Jesus came
attend this important meeting. Changes need to be made in the structure of our UCW
As God's eternal light
general, as it is becoming increasingly difficult to find leadership for this group. On
That will never be extinguished,
reviewing the function and necessity of this group, it is apparent that we need to have at
But forever shine out bright
least a minimal executive to continue to coordinate many activities of UCW (of the
Naomi and Women Alive units) in the church.
As a baby, Jesus came
The hope of eternal life,
Reconciling us back toThank
God, you to all the UCW members that contribute to our many projects and to all
Giving meaning to ourwomen
lives of the congregation who help out when they can. We encourage women of all

ages to join us for fellowship, or helping out at any event.

As a man, Jesus died,
Respectfully submitted by Anne McIntosh
His blood poured out for all,
Cleansing and forgiving us,
For to this, He was called
We thank Him that He came a babe
And grew to be a man
And for His sacrificial love,
His nailed scarred feet and hands

Women Alive News

Another busy year is almost over. We continued our usual projects in
2016, the Valentine goodies, Stew Supper, helping with garage sales,
Through it all we can live on
Fall Supper and Bazaar. We also enjoyed a movie night at the theatre,
With Jesus Christ our Lord
a joint Life Membership presentation with the Naomi Unit and
The babe that came that first Christmas
planned for a speaker from NEOSS. Thanks to all for your help these
Is what we thank Him for.
past months. This leads us to the Christmas season. We will be
having a pot luck and social at the church on Dec. 6th. We wish you all
© By M.S.Lowndes
a very Merry Christmas and Blessings to you and your families this
Retrieved from: http://www.heavensinspirations.com/as-a-baby- very special season.
jesus-came.htmlNovember 30, 2016

Respectfully submitted:
Gail Kolodinski

For the Young and
Young at Heart
A Christmas Tree
One little star on the top of the tree,
Two little presents underneath for me,
Three silver ropes twisted around the
tree,
Four colored lights shining prettily,
Five shining balls flowing silvery.
Oh, what a sight for use to see!

Gift for Mother
I've worked on her present for
weeks and weeks
While others were at play,
For I wanted a very special gift
For Mother on Christmas Day.
I shall tie it up with a pretty bow
And hide it away on a shelf.
Mother has told me that she likes
best
The gifts that I make myself.
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