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ORDER OF WORSHIP

April 26, 2020
Third Sunday after Easter, Year A
WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
As we gather for worship today we acknowledge that the land on
which we gather is Treaty 6 Territory. We honour the Cree and
Métis people for whom this place has been a homeland for
thousands of years. We respect the sacredness of our home and
the ground on which we walk and we are grateful to gather here in
peace and hope.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES & CONCERNS:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
Based on the poem “Do it Anyway,” generally attributed to Mother Teresa based
on the composition, “The Paradoxical Commandments,” by Dr. Kent M. Keith.

People are often unreasonable and self-centered. Forgive them
anyway.
With God’s love be a blessing.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives. Be kind
anyway. If you are honest, people may cheat you. Be honest anyway.
With God’s love be a blessing.
If you find happiness, people may be jealous. Be happy anyway.
With God’s love be a blessing.
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With God’s love be a blessing.
Do good. Give the world the best you have, and it may never be
enough. Give your best anyway.
With God’s love be a blessing.
For you see, in the end, it is between you and God. It was never
between you and them anyway.
With God’s love be a blessing.
Come, let us worship.

OPENING PRAYER: (in unison)
In our daily walk of faith, countless blessings
surround us. We need to take the time to
recognize these blessings and realize God’s
presence is always with us and within us.
The power to be a blessing is within us because
God’s love rests in our souls.

PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE: (in unison)
Blessings are God’s favour and protection.
We are called as Christians to let divine love flow
through us and to others to be a blessing.
We ask that all those that wish to please come
forward and take a blessing from the bowl and
to complete that blessing. “It only takes a spark
to get a fire going,” let us complete our blessings
so that Love might spark a wildfire that will inspire
others to be blessings as well.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
Alive to God’s blessings may we journey into life in new ways.
May we take to heart the gift of God’s presence, peace,
and forgiveness.
Receive it gladly.
Live it with passion and boldness.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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RISE AGAIN
YouTube link: https://youtu.be/Wuiqee-AC-o

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD TO US
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS:
RESPONSORIAL READING:
APOSTLES READING:
EPISTLE READING:
GOSPEL READING:

PSALM 116:1-4,12-19
(VU p.836)
How can I repay you, God?
ACTS 2:14a, 36-41
Three thousand new followers of
the Way.
1 PETER 1:17-23
Souls purified through obedience.
LUKE 24:13-35
Jesus’ appearance on the road to
Emmaus.

SERMON:
Luke 24:13-35
Peggy’s version of the readings ~ Our Journey!
So here we are, the Third Sunday after Easter. When I read through
the scripture readings in preparation to write today’s message, there
was one reading that I kept coming back to, that grabbed my
attention, one reading that brought to mind a personal experience of
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absolutely know he was with me). I searched through several sites
about the Gospel reading from Luke 24 to make sure I was on the
right path.
It’s interesting that there are so many stories in the Bible about travel, or
is it that we are just more aware of it now that we are all in the “Stay Home,
Stay Safe” mode. First the famous story of Joseph and Mary on the road to
Bethlehem. A road is the narrative setting for the parable of the Good
Samaritan. A road leads the prodigal son back home to his father. Jesus
sets his eyes toward Jerusalem in Luke 9, verse 51(When time drew near
when Jesus would be taken up to heaven, he made up his mind and set out
on his way to Jerusalem). How often have we said “all roads lead to home”,
“the road to a friend’s house is never long”, “Life is a Journey, not a
Destination”; the plague at our front door reads “Do not follow where the
path may lead, Go instead where there is no path and leave a trail”.
In the Bible the roads continue in the Book of Acts where, for
instance, Paul encounters the risen Jesus on his way to Damascus.
There is something about roads, the way roads bring us together, the
way roads can pose a danger to us all, the way roads become a
symbol of a faith on the move.
A number of Luke’s themes are woven together in today’s narrative: table
fellowship, hospitality, faithfulness, discipleship. The scene on this road
assures the future of Christ’s church in Luke’s mind. This will be a church
on the move, sent out by a Jesus who walks alongside us even when we
don’t recognize him.
In Luke’s Gospel, we learn that two disciples are walking, leaving Jerusalem
three days after Jesus’s death. I suspect they were filled with
disappointment because the one they thought would save Israel has been
crucified; I suspect they were also filled with grief, confusion and fear. As
the two are talking to one another, Jesus himself comes along to walk with
them on their journey, “but their eyes were kept from recognizing him”
(verse 16). No wonder they didn’t recognize Jesus.
When Jesus asked them what they were talking about they told him
of their disappointment and dashed hopes (verse 21) that Jesus was
the one to redeem Israel. Jesus then outlines the meaning and
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(Verse 25). It was “necessary” that Jesus would suffer, die, rise, and
be lifted up into “glory.”
This story takes one more twist. As they approach their destination, the
two disciples notice that Jesus seems to be planning to keep walking.
(Where was he headed? Again, Luke leaves us in the dark!) They urge Jesus
to stay with them and offer him hospitality.
When the table was set and the stranger sat down to eat with the two
disciples, Jesus does something very unexpected. He took the bread,
blessed it and past it to them, which was doing the most Jesus thing of all.
Suddenly everything changes, with burning in their heart they realize that
the stranger has been Jesus all along, He is risen, He is risen indeed. Their
story must be shared and the two disciples rush back to Jerusalem to tell
the others.
And the story goes on….another story of travel. This was when I had a
flashback of one of my “stories on the road”. It was one day in September
1996.Glenn and I were driving from Ottawa back to Waterloo and
somewhere on the ‘401’ while I was driving, it started to rain. And it rained
and then it rained harder. The traffic didn’t slow and it kept raining harder
and harder. There was no exit off and no place to stop. Visibility was so
poor and when I came up behind an eighteen wheeler, the spray from his
wheels made it even worse. Neither of us spoke. The seconds turned into
minutes and the minutes seemed like forever, I was on unfamiliar road,
driving a rented car with heavy traffic all around me and I couldn’t see! My
only optioned seemed to be to move or get run over. I finally said to myself
“Dear God help me”, I pulled out and past the truck and I could finally see
a little bit better. We have often talked about that drive. I know for a fact
HE was with us that day, I couldn’t see Him, I couldn’t feel Him or hear Him
but I truly believe it was by the Grace of God that we made it through that
storm that day.
I’m sure I’m not the only one with a “road” story. I wonder if you’ve ever
had an experience of Christ, while driving down a road, sitting at a
table...or talking with a stranger or friend…a time when you did (or
didn’t) recognize Christ being with you.
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and joy to yourself? Or did you call up a friend? Send out an email or
a letter? Post it to Facebook or Twitter?
When we have a story of love and grace and Christ’s presence
breaking through the clouds of disappointment and despair, what do
we do with that odd little story? Whom do we tell?
The disciples run back to Jerusalem. They RUN. In that moment, when
they have realized that Christ is alive, they MUST be with their
storytelling companions.
Jesus asks us. “What things? What things have happened to you?
What things are you talking about? What things are you struggling
with? What stories are you trying to make sense of? What stories have
you given up on EVER making sense? What things can you not keep
to yourself but which you must share?”
“What things?” Jesus the Christ asks. And the beautiful thing is—he
really wants to know what we have to say. He wants to hear our story,
today, tomorrow and forever more. Amen
Thank you for listening or reading, may your journey continue with
health, happiness and peace.
Peggy
YouTube link to Sermon:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CPdWcCi6VQ&t=325s

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:
Bread for all, bread in all, we pray, O God:
when we are orphaned, hungry, oppressed. (silence)
Faith for all, faith in all, we pray, O God:
to recognize faith in other ways, other texts, and other
worshipping communities. (silence)
Grace for all, grace in all, we pray, O God:
when we are estranged, alienated, scorned. (silence)
Wisdom for all, wisdom in all, we pray, O God:
when we are disabled, neglected, impoverished. (silence)
Spirit for all, Spirit in all, we pray, O God:
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Amen.

SENDING FORTH
COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
May you keep your hearts and eyes open for God’s
opportunities to be a blessing, and making a difference
in your small corner of the world. Amen.
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Lent-Easter 2020;
Flames of the Spirit, Resources for Worship Like Bread for the
Journey; Feasting on the Word, Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1
Advent through Pentecost Worship Companion; The United Church
of Canada Lent-Easter 2020 Year A Gathering
Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission.
NEXT WEEK’S (May 3, 2020) READINGS:
Acts 2:42-47;
Psalm 23;
1 Peter 2:19-25;
John 10:1-10.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH:
Pastoral Care - Contact Information
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call Ron Nielsen
@ 306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119.
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church,
please contact the church office or a member of the Membership
Committee.

