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ORDER OF WORSHIP
April 19, 2020
Second Sunday after Easter
WE GATHER AS A COMMUNITY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
As we gather for worship today we acknowledge that the land on
which we gather is Treaty 6 Territory. We honour the Cree and
Métis people for whom this place has been a homeland for
thousands of years. We respect the sacredness of our home and
the ground on which we walk and we are grateful to gather here in
peace and hope.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNIVERSARIES & CONCERNS:
CALL TO WORSHIP:
We are gathered to remember whose we are.
We come as we are, with questions and doubts.
We are gathered to be reminded who it is that makes our hearts glad.
We come, seeking paths of life and fullness of joy.
We are gathered as part of God’s people, aware of those who are no
longer living and those missing.
We come in hope, for in God’s presence there is fullness
of joy!
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Dear God, we need you. We need your help to open
our hearts and minds to trust you with our lives,
with all we hold dear. We hold out our hands to you
and open them, releasing our fears and hopes into
your great mercy and love. We hold out our hands to you,
to be grasped by you and held within your great
mercy and love. We hold out our hands to you, to
be led by you in your ways of life and peace. Amen.

PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE:
We give you thanks, O God, that you meet us
where we are, including when we hide in fear.
Hear us as we confess with our lips and in our
hearts those doubts that are separating us from you today:
(moment of silent personal confession)

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
Beloved of God, it is God who prepares the path of life
for us with gifts, including forgiveness, trust, and joy.
Receive these gifts with the gift Jesus spoke to his
disciples on the day of resurrection and speaks to us today.
Peace be with you.

SPECIAL MUSIC: “I Will Rejoice” - Bob Fitts
Link to YouTube: https://youtu.be/ohiCqJzxckM
WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD TO US
THE LORD’S PRAYER: (in unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS:
RESPONSORIAL READING:
APOSTLES READING:
EPISTLE READING:
GOSPEL READING:

SERMON:

PSALM 16 (VU pp. 737-738):
In you, God, I take refuge.
Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Peter peaches on Pentecost
1 Peter 1:3-9
Salvation is the outcome of
faithfulness.
JOHN 20:19-31
Jesus appears to the disciples
and to Thomas.

Choose Faith and Rejoice
Introduction
Welcome! Thank you for joining in our service today by whatever means
you are able to join us.
I volunteered to do this message and lead today’s service back in
December, I think. It doesn’t seem that long ago, but of course, since then
the world has changed. Change always brings new language as people try
to describe new things: COVID – 19, self-isolation, social distancing. We
didn’t even have these words four months ago, and now they dominate our
lives! The worship materials I got from the church office have a section
called “Sermon Starter”. It starts off:
“Climate crisis; the proliferation of racism, homophobia, and
misogyny; the continued decline of the church we have known –
there are reasons enough for despair these days. This despair is
born of a sense of helplessness before the forces tearing the
world apart and threatening to usher in a horrific future.”
Wow, I thought. They didn’t even have COVID – 19 when this was written.
So, I turned to the scriptures for today to see where I could find a message
of the hope for the future that is part of the Pentecost season that we are
in today.
Perhaps I could find a way to make it apply to the world we find ourselves
in today.
This is the second Sunday of Easter, so the historical context of the day for
Christians is that Jesus had risen from the dead and walked among his
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crucifixion, but the message of the scriptures for today are about the hope
for the future brought to all humanity by the resurrection of Jesus. It is the
enduring message of Christianity that there can be a bright future for each
of us if we follow God’s teaching as expressed in the life of Jesus.
Let me outline what I have to tell you about my journey through the
scriptures. Peter wrote that we should be glad through our trials. Be glad
and rejoice because we have faith in God and his future, and trials survived
will strengthen our faith. The book of James tells us that we can use our
faith in God to guide the choices we have in facing our trials. James reminds
us that we can choose to grow and be stronger and endure. Paul, in his
letter to the Philippians, exhorts us to be joyful in our relationship with
Jesus, meaning to be positive and to have a gentle attitude to everyone,
even in the face of personal difficulties. Let us begin to explore these ideas.

Choose to Rejoice
What I found in the scripture is: 1 Peter, Chapter 1, Verses 3 – 9.
A Living Hope
3 Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Because of his great mercy he gave us new life by raising Jesus
Christ from death. This fills us with a living hope, 4 and so we look
forward to possessing the rich blessings that God keeps for his
people. He keeps them for you in heaven, where they cannot
decay or spoil or fade away. 5 They are for you, who through faith
are kept safe by God's power for the salvation which is ready to be
revealed at the end of time.
6 Be glad about this, even though it may now be necessary for
you to be sad for a while because of the many kinds of trials you
suffer. 7 Their purpose is to prove that your faith is genuine. Even
gold, which can be destroyed, is tested by fire; and so your faith,
which is much more precious than gold, must also be tested, so
that it may endure. Then you will receive praise and glory and
honor on the Day when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 You love him,
although you have not seen him, and you believe in him,
although you do not now see him. So, you rejoice with a great
and glorious joy which words cannot express, 9 because you are
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your faith in him.
I would like to focus first on Verse 6. I found the following explanation on
the internet at www.bibleref.com. I cannot claim originality, but the
passage expresses exactly how I think we can change despair into hope and
fear and suffering into joy. So here goes…
What does 1 Peter 1:6 mean?
In verses 3–5, Peter has just described the reality of our position as
believers in Jesus Christ. God's mercy to us is great. In Christ, we have a
living hope that we, too, will be resurrected from the dead just as He was.
Waiting for us is an endless, glorious inheritance with our Father in heaven.
And right this minute, we ourselves are being shielded from losing that
inheritance by God's limitless power. Through faith in Christ, we have been
saved, are being saved, and will be saved! Here, Peter makes an
assumption about our response to this reality. He says that we rejoice in
this. Do we? It's important here to separate the word "rejoice" from the
idea of feeling only positive emotions. To "rejoice," in this sense, does not
necessarily mean to "be happy," as we understand the terms today. While
rejoicing may include positive feelings, the New Testament often
communicates that rejoicing is a choice about how we think about our
lives (James 1:2; Philippians 4:4).
In fact, Peter quickly acknowledges that his readers may be grieved or
distressed by various trials in the present moment. He realizes they may
be experiencing negative emotions because of their negative
circumstances—and yet, he still assumes they are rejoicing in the reality of
their eternal circumstances in Christ.
We must conclude then, that this "rejoicing" is less about feelings and
more about faith. It is less about maintaining some perfect emotional
state and more about a declaration: "My life is worth rejoicing over
because of what God is doing for me right now. I am provided for. My
future is secure. Nothing can change that. I am rejoicing!"
Ask yourself today, ”How is God doing for me right now? Am I provided for?
Is my future secure?” You are present aren’t you? You are well? You are
loved? You should be rejoicing!
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from the same source, I found this:
What does 1 Peter 1:8 mean?
Christianity—our faith in Christ, the Son of God—is not about a process or
a system or a philosophy. It's not a way of looking at the world or improving
ourselves as human beings. It's about a person. It's about trusting and
loving a person.
Peter had seen Jesus, and had been personally trained by Him. Peter knew
and loved Christ as a man, and as God, based on three years of personal,
face-to-face experience. Peter saw Jesus alive after seeing Him dead. The
vast majority of the believers reading Peter's words had never seen the
Messiah with their own eyes. Peter seems to marvel at their believing and
loving Christ without seeing Him. Maybe Peter was remembering what he
heard Jesus say to Thomas, who believed in the resurrection only after
personally seeing Jesus' wounds: "…Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed" (John 20:29).
As in verse 6, Peter assumes that faith and love this concrete, this real,
results in real rejoicing. Saving faith in Christ brings with it a joy which can't
be expressed. Words can't contain it. It's a joy full of glory, reflecting our
future with Christ in the moment in front of us. Again, we see that the
choice to rejoice, even the middle of our trials, is an act of faith. It doesn't
require soaring emotions, but it certainly can contribute to them. Joy flows
from our growing confidence in the Christ we love.
Context Summary
1 Peter 1:3–12 is one of the most loved passages in all of Scripture. It
begins as a blessing to God, but also describes how incredibly He has
blessed us in Christ. Because Jesus has risen from the dead, our hope
is not a wish—it is as alive as He is. Our inheritance as God’s children
is eternal, full of glory, and secured forever. Even in our suffering, we
have every reason to rejoice. The mystery of God’s plan has been
revealed to us in Christ. We are being saved!
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Christians facing persecution to comfort them with the truth of who
they are in Christ—children of God with every reason to rejoice in their
salvation and future glory in eternity. Next, he urges them to live like
the holy ones of God they already are by obeying God now, loving
each other earnestly, and placing all of their hope in the endless life to
come.

Rejoicing Will Grow Your Faith
I followed the references to other scriptures found in the internet passage
above to see what else the New Testament had to say about rejoicing
following the resurrection of Christ. First, James 1: 2 – 4.
Faith and Wisdom
2 My friends, consider yourselves fortunate when all kinds of
trials come your way, 3 for you know that when your faith
succeeds in facing such trials, the result is the ability to endure. 4
Make sure that your endurance carries you all the way without
failing, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.
I found the following commentary about this Bible passage from the same
internet author:
What does James 1:2 mean?
Other authors, such as Paul, often open their letters with gradual
introductions. Not so with James. Without warming up or giving
comforting introductory words, James immediately launches into the
foundation of his letter. He begins with a - 7 - profoundly challenging
command. In essence, he says that we should find joy in bad things
happening to us.
Of course, that's exactly backwards from a normal human response to
hardship. Many of James' readers were likely facing poverty and
persecution, but he purposefully uses the words "trials of various kinds."
Everyone experiences trials. James means for believers to respond to
troubles, regardless of size, by counting that experience as "joy." What in
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thing to suffering people?
As usual, context is key in understanding the meaning of Scripture. Verses
3 and 4 provide crucial explanation for what James means. To stop with
this verse will create deep misunderstanding. Also, we must notice what
James does NOT say. He doesn't command Christians to "feel happy" when
trials come. He tells us to "call it" joyful, to label it as a thing worth rejoicing
over.
The word "count" is used in some translations instead of "consider." This
is from the Greek hēgēsasthe, which is an accounting term. The word
relates to organizing or collecting things. James is implying that we should
enter our hardships as deposits into the checkbook of our life, not
withdrawals. He's not talking about our immediate emotional response to
a flat tire, or an illness, or the loss of a loved one. He's talking about how
we categorize that moment when assessing our life as a whole.
It's still a hard command. And yet, it acknowledges something important
which we don't always admit: we can decide how we will describe any
moment to ourselves. We may not be able to control our circumstances,
but we can, - 8 - apparently, control how we think about our
circumstances. When bad things happen, we can immediately say, "This is
terrible. This is a bad day. My life is going wrong. Why did this happen to
me?" Or we can say to ourselves, "This is a bad thing, but I will get through
it. I will learn and be stronger. I will call the growth and strength worth
rejoicing over, even while it hurts."
That brings us to the next question: Why would God want us to respond
to bad things in this way? The next two verses will answer that question.
What does James 1:3 mean?
Verses 2, 3, and 4 need to be considered together in order to fully grasp
the point James is making. In the previous verse, he has written that
believers must call it joy when trials come our way. Or, to put it more
bluntly, we should see the good side of bad things happening to us. Verse
2 uses an accounting term, which has nothing to do with our emotions. We
might feel sorrow or anger over our trials, but we can still tally them under
"joy."
Here in verse 3, James gives the beginning of his answer to why God would
ask us to do that. In short, it's about faith. It's about trusting God. God
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that demonstrates our trust in Him. A major theme of the book of James
is that God cares deeply about our faith in Him. Faith, a trusting, humble
reliance on God, is how we came into relationship with Him in the first
place. That is how we come to trust in Christ for our salvation. And a
Christian's growing faith in God is evidence of a growing relationship with
Him. So, James says that when a trial or hardship comes our way, we
should label that moment as joyful because it will test our faith. By
definition, a trial creates a moment where we don't know how things will
work out. A trial wrecks our plans. A trial takes away our ability to see the
clear path to getting what we think will make us happy. It is in those
moments that we make life's most critical choices. Either we will decide,
"If God let this happen to me, I will not trust Him. If He will not prevent
days like this, I will find someone else to trust." Or, the struggle will push
us to turn to God for more help, to trust more deeply that He is with us
and for us, to believe that He will carry us through.
When we choose to trust Him, He provides. Our endurance—the ability to
keep trusting Him while trials continue unresolved—grows. And since our
faith is the most important thing to our God, that is worth rejoicing.
What does James 1:4 mean?
Verses 2, 3, and 4 are all part of the same crucial idea. James has instructed
Christians to "account" for hardships as joy, because such moments grow
our faith. Even when we're heartbroken over what has happened, we can
trust God to use it to make us stronger. Why would God want us to label
as "joyful" those terrible moments? Because trials test our faith. When we
keep trusting God through the trials, our faith in Him grows. And, from
God's perspective, our growing faith in Him is far more important than not
experiencing hard things.
In fact, this verse says that perfection—complete maturity—is found only
in perfect faith in God. More specifically, James uses the concept of
endurance—steadfastness or perseverance—to describe the ability to
trust God more and more. As a runner gains endurance by suffering
through another mile, Christians also gain the ability to trust God through
trials. Each experience grants us a deeper, stronger level of trust in Him. In
all areas of life, growth only comes through overcoming difficulty.
Spirituality is no different.
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to avoid trials. Instead, we should make the most of them by letting
"endurance"—trusting God through another trial—create the result in us
that it always does. Namely, more maturity, and more trust in God. In fact,
James goes so far as to say that the one who can trust God without
stopping, no matter how terrible the trial, will have arrived at perfection,
complete maturity.
None of us is there, yet, but every believer in Jesus is on the way. We just
need more trials to keep us growing in that direction.

Context Summary
James 1:2–18 begins with a challenging command for Christians.
We are to classify hard things in their lives as ''joyful,'' because
those ordeals help us develop a deeper trust in God. Christians
who trust God also seek wisdom from Him—and not from ungodly
sources. We continue to trust Him through difficult experiences, in
part, to receive the crown of life promised to those who don't stop.
We don't blame Him for our desire to sin, but we do credit Him for
every good thing in our lives.

Chapter Summary
How important is it for Christians to trust God? It's so important,
James writes, that we should call our worst moments joyful things,
because trials help us trust God more. People who trust God ask
Him for wisdom—and then take what He gives. People who trust
God make a bigger deal about their rewards in the next life than
their wealth in this one. People who trust God don't blame Him
for their desire to sin; they give Him credit for all that is good in
their lives. They look into His Word, and they act on what they see
there.
The other scripture reference about rejoicing that I followed was:
Philippians 4 : 4.
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the Lord. 3 And you too, my faithful partner, I want you to help
these women; for they have worked hard with me to spread the
gospel, together with Clement and all my other fellow workers,
whose names are in God's book of the living.
4 May you always be joyful in your union with the Lord. I say it
again: rejoice!
5 Show a gentle attitude toward everyone. The Lord is coming
soon. 6 Don't worry about anything, but in all your prayers ask
God for what you need, always asking him with a thankful heart. 7
And God's peace, which is far beyond human understanding, will
keep your hearts and minds safe in union with Christ Jesus.
What does Philippians 4:4 mean?
Paul return to the theme of joy in this verse. This time, he strongly
emphasizes that such an attitude should be constant, not temporary. This
echoes the words of Philippians 3:1, to "rejoice in the Lord," a phrase Paul
also uses in Philippians 4:10 regarding his own actions. Believers find their
joy and hope in God. Joy is part of the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22–
23) and is important for every believer.
Paul seems especially focused on the idea that rejoicing is to take place at
all times. We often forget that Paul wrote these words while a prisoner in
Rome. He had been wrongfully arrested for some time, shipwrecked on
the way there, bitten by a snake, and left under house arrest for two years
(Acts 27:39–8:16). He had every reason to complain, yet focused on
rejoicing. Both his teaching and example provide an amazing model. Every
believer should seek to rejoice in the Lord despite difficult situations, just
as Paul did.
Context Summary
Philippians 4:2–9 is Paul's appeal to the Philippian Christians
regarding how they handle disagreements within the church. Paul is
particularly concerned with an argument between two women,
Euodia and Syntyche. Paul's advice is to focus on our ability to rejoice
in our fellowship with Christ. The result of that emphasis ought to be
an attitude of ''reasonableness,'' seen by all people. With a proper
focus on positive things, we can experience peace through the power
of God.
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Paul specifically asks two Christian women, Euodia and Syntyche, to
settle their personal dispute. Other Christians are encouraged to act
as reasonable, Christ-filled people. Paul notes that his experiences
have taught him to be content with whatever material blessings he
has. This reliance on the power of Christ not only allows believers to
be content, it produces peace in our relationships to other Christians.
This also requires a deliberate choice to set our attention on positive
things. Paul extends sincere thanks to the Philippians for their
generous support.

A Matter of Choice
Christians are not the only ones who know that we can choose joy and faith.
Victor Frankl was a Viennese psychiatrist and a Jew who survived years in
the Nazi death camps. You have heard me speak of him before. He
attributes his survival to his state of mind during these impossibly difficult
years and the trials and suffering he experienced. I was reminded of him
when I read the above passages about choosing to rejoice. The author
mentioned above said:
“Rejoicing is a choice about how we think about our lives.”
“Again, we see that the choice to rejoice, even the middle of our
trials, is an act of faith.”
Here is what Frankl said about our ability to choose to rejoice in
the middle of fear and suffering:
“Everything can be taken from a man but one thing: the last of
human freedoms - to choose one's attitude in any given set of
circumstances, to choose one's own way.”
“Between stimulus and response there is a space. In that space is
our power to choose our response. In our response lies our
growth and our freedom.”
Frankl made this message of choice a central part of his life’s work helping
people through hard times. We all should make this message part of our
daily lives.

Choose Joy, Choose Faith
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To summarize these scripture messages, we can choose how we respond
to any trial or tribulation. The followers of Jesus use our faith to guide our
choices. We have faith in a future of love and hope and forgiveness. We
choose to be positive, gentle, caring and compassionate. We choose to find
joy! So, what would Jesus and his disciples and the apostles say in the midst
of a COVID – 19 crisis? They would say rejoice! And by this they would mean
that we can choose our response in the face of COVID trials. We can choose
to love others, not fear them. We can choose to serve others, not abandon
them. Our acts of love and service are confirmations of our Christian faith
that there is a future, a bright future filled with hope and love and
forgiveness. So, when you think today about the resurrection of Jesus, think
about how this mystery, this miracle was God’s message that we can
choose hope in the face of pain. We can choose faith in the face of death.
We can choose to follow Jesus’ last commandment, “Love one another”.
I want to close by telling you something about my mother. Some of you
knew her. She was a lady of grace and wisdom and deep Christian faith.
She died six years ago of pancreatic cancer. But she loved Easter and loved
its celebration. My sister Jill shared with me a while ago when she was
having a difficult time that my mom told her once, “If you worry, why pray?
And if you pray, why worry?” How is that for faith? Maybe that is why she
loved Easter so much. It gave her a chance to affirm her faith in God and
share her faith and her joy in life with her family. She always found joy and
she always shared it.
So, to conclude, it is a time of year for faith. And a season in our world for
faith. May faith in God and his son, Jesus Christ, always be your first choice!
Link to sermon on YouTube: https://youtu.be/VwK6c1w4fRI?t=22

OUR RESPONSE
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:
O God, in whom is life and fullness of joy,
hear our prayer and guide us.
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even when we do not see or touch you. You who made us know us
and welcome us as we are, including how we fear, don’t trust, doubt.
We lift up to your merciful care these doubts and questions we have
shared. Meet us where we are and where we hide. O God, in whom
is life and fullness of joy,
hear our prayer and guide us.
We are not alone in our fears and doubts. For those who are suffering
from hunger and thirst, lack of shelter, in want of safety and
belonging – help us receive them with compassion, care, and works
to alleviate their suffering and to know your living hope. O God, in
whom is life and fullness of joy,
hear our prayer and guide us.
For those facing illness or death for themselves, loved ones, or
neighbours, may your merciful presence and care be known,
including through offerings of our presence, deeds, words, and
silence. O God, in whom is life and fullness of joy,
hear our prayer and guide us.
Your creation testifies to your abundant provision and creativity
throughout the seasons of birth, life, death, and new birth. Teach us
to delight in and be good stewards of this heritage you have
entrusted to us. O God, in whom is life and fullness of joy,
hear our prayer and guide us.
We lift up our gratitude for your gifts of our lives, your presence and
faithful love, O God.
Amen.
SENDING FORTH

COMMISSIONING & BENEDICTION:
As

we have gathered in this place in Christ’s name,
God is with us. As we scatter from here,
we go in Christ’s name, trusting God,
who is always before us, to guide us.
We go, rejoicing that God teaches and
makes known to us the ways of life.
We go, being sent to share the joy-filled news
of God’s power over death most fully known
in the resurrection of Jesus the Christ.
Beloved of God, go forth, knowing we are not alone,
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Peace be with you.
PRAYER RESOURCES:
*Seasons of the Spirit – SeasonsFUSION Lent-Easter 2020;
Flames of the Spirit, Resources for Worship Like Bread for the Journey;
Feasting on the Word, Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 Advent through
Pentecost Worship Companion; The United Church of Canada LentEaster 2020 Year A Gathering
Resources for Worship Planners. Used with permission.

NEXT WEEK’S (April 26, 2020) READINGS:
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116;
1 Peter 1:17-23;
Luke 24:13-35.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS WEEK AT MELFORT UNITED CHURCH:
Pastoral Care
Should you need emergency pastoral care please call
Ron Nielsen @ 306-921-7794 or 306-752-4119
Transfer or Applying for Membership
If you wish to transfer or apply for membership in our church, please contact the
church office or a member of the Membership Committee.
Changes to Contact Information
If you’ve changed your address or phone number, please advise the Church
Office so that we can keep your information current.
Thank you!
FundScrip Deadline for March
The next FundScrip deadline is Thursday, April 30th. The gift
cards will be ready for pickup on Thursday, May 7th.
Stewardship Seconds
Generous people live expectantly, not holding on too tightly, freeing
their gifts for resurrection miracles that bring hope into the world.

